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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

‘Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.’  Psalm 105 v 2 (set for today NRVSA)

[bookmark: _Hlk135806812]Hymn StF 82  ‘O Lord, my God’ (How great thou art) by Stuart K. Hine (1899 – 1989)

Opening Prayer

Look at the subject matter of each verse of the hymn just sung and offer thanks and praise.

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Epistle set for today: Romans 10 v 5 – 15  

To think about

The first part of this passage is quite difficult to understand*.  If you would rather not struggle with it (!) then just concentrate on verses 12 – 15, make sure you know what Paul is saying here and note the progression of his thinking.

*The ‘Extra’ resource on the TWE website attempts to make sense of verses 5 – 9.

Hymn StF 356  ‘Jesus shall take the highest honour’ by Christopher Alan Bowater (b 1947)

Prayer of Confession

Take a short time of silence to reflect on the past week and to bring to God anything for which you are sorry and which you regret. Then take a further short time to know God’s love and forgiveness. 

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 14 v 22 – 33

Reflection  (Elizabeth Wright, August 2020)

In St. Matthew’s Gospel, the murder of John the Baptist plays a significant part in the ‘Life of Christ’, for the report of John’s death acts as a trigger, setting in motion a train of events which lead to those two great miraculous expressions of our Lord’s essential being as He feeds 5000 men [plus women and children] with five loaves and two fish, then proceeds to defy the Laws of the natural world by walking on, and over, the water of the Lake as He journeys back home to the other side. Jesus is not ‘running scared’, trying to evade the deathly consequences of Herod’s devilish deeds. Rather He is seeking a place of quiet and solace where He can be free to grieve, to mourn, to reflect on the loss of a loved one and a fellow-worker in the Kingdom of Heaven. When, at Christ’s invitation, Peter steps out and begins to walk on the water, he is full of love and admiration for the Lord of Life. Then things go amiss: He becomes aware of the wind. Fear sets in: Faith falters. Yet, momentarily, Peter had also begun to defy the world’s natural order, and that brief experience will sustain him when Jesus is no longer physically present. Faith cannot be taught or learnt, for in essence faith is a matter of personal experience, and its effectiveness relies on us discovering for ourselves who Jesus is and what God in Christ is able to do. 

Hymn StF 250 ‘Jesus calls us o’er the tumult’ by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818 – 1895)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 238 ‘Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us’ by James Edmeston (1791 – 1867) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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