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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel for the thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
Today is Remembrance Sunday and this is marked in our opening worship.

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

‘Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations’   Psalm 90 v 1a  (NRSVA)

Hymn StF 132 ‘O God our help in ages past’ by Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)

Psalm set for Remembrance: Psalm 46

Opening Prayers

Hold your own 2 minute silence.  
Remember all those who have died in war, those who are still suffering because of war and conflict, pray for peace in your home, in your community, in your country, in the world.

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Hymn StF 707 ‘Make me a channel of your peace’ by Sebastian Temple (1928 – 1997) 

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 25 v 1 – 13

To think about

Which group of bridesmaids would you be in?  The ones that were fully prepared and had thought ahead or those who had not got everything with them that they should have? 

Reflection  

Chapters 21 – 25 of Matthew’s Gospel are very interesting!  Ever since Jesus rode into the Temple courtyard in Jerusalem on the Sunday, the Jewish leaders have been questioning his authority, having to deal with parables which are obviously aimed at themselves and testing Jesus through difficult questions. Jesus then – in chapter 23 – has a real go at the leadership directly, criticising their religious practice, their lack of true religious heart, their failure to recognise him as God’s Son. This all leads into a period of teaching for the disciples – particularly about future judgement and the ‘end times’. Finally, as the time for everything to come to a head draws very near, Jesus tells another 3 parables (chapter 25) – aimed at those who have ‘ears to hear’. Today’s passage is the first of these and it is a story that can be easily imagined.  There is a wedding, a waiting time for the groom, ten young ladies – some of whom are prepared with oil for their lamps and some of whom are not. What were the unprepared ones thinking of?? Were they chatting, daydreaming, nodding off?  If this were today, would they be focussed on their mobile phones?!  Be all that as it may, they miss out, to their own distress.  Those who were watchful and prepared gain all they may have wished for. What do we take from this? Jesus intended his listeners to resolve to be watchful, to stay awake metaphorically, to be prepared for himself when he returns to receive those who are expecting him. What will we resolve to do as a result?

Hymn StF 741 ‘We pray until the hour’ by Charles Wesley adapted by Norman Wallwork (b 1946)
Sing to the tune of 244 ‘blest are the pure in heart’ or 370 ‘Breathe on me breath of God’.

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 706 ‘Longing for light, we wait in darkness’ by Bernadette Farrell (b 1957) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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