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For use in connection with the gospel reading for the third Sunday in Lent.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]
Call to Worship

‘By your cross and your life laid down you set your people free: we look to you to save and help us.’
(Traditional hymn and prayer of intercession) 

Hymn  ‘Let us sing to the God of salvation’ by Richard Bewes (b 1934) Tune is ‘Sing Hosanna’ Stf 76.
OR StF 57 ‘Let all the world in every corner sing’ by George Herbert (1593 – 1633)
Both these hymns are based on Psalm 95, the words for no. 1 are available at www.jubilate.co.uk.

Opening Prayer 

Psalm set for today: Psalm 95  

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Gospel Reading set for today: John 4 v 5 – 42 

To think about

Take time to think about each of these people’s reactions to the situation they found themselves in on this occasion: Jesus, the woman, the disciples, the people of the town.
Reflect on whether this was a chance encounter or whether Jesus had planned it in advance.

Hymn  StF 365 ‘Jesu, the joy of loving hearts’ by Ray Palmer (1808 – 1887)

Reflection  (Glyn Constantine, March 2023)

There is so much about this passage beyond the message that the Good News Jesus brought was for everyone. It’s packed with detail. Where to begin? Firstly, have you ever wondered how the details of a private encounter became known to John? Have a quick look at Acts 8 v 14. I wonder if John met the woman on that visit, heard her testimony and was inspired by it?  Secondly it opens up a wealth of background biblical history and geography dating back to Jacob Joshua which helps us to understand this passage and others. Her town was in a valley between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerazim (the mountain referred to by the woman) where the blessings of God were read out (Joshua 8 v 30-35) and the people shouted Amen (So be it!!). Subsequently the history of the Israelites and Samaritan people was complex but they had good reason to be wary of the Jews who destroyed their shrine and towns around 150BC.  The passage is also the first lovely vignette where John brings an encounter to life and Jesus uses a metaphor to describe who he is which those listening fail to understand, “living water” here. Ch 6 “the bread of life”, Ch 9 “light of the world”, Ch 11 “resurrection and the life”.  To me however the real take home verses are v 29 “Come and see!!” and v 42 “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe for we have heard ourselves and we know that this indeed is the saviour of the world”. The value of real personal testimony and experience to those around us.

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the Third Sunday in Lent

God who offers living water from a never-ending well: may we receive all that you have to offer us; causing us to overflow with your love, life, and goodness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 494 ‘Come, thou fount of every blessing’ by Robert Robinson (1735 – 1790)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

* Jacqui A Horton 2026
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