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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

‘Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth! 
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs…’  Psalm 100 v 1 – 2 

Hymn  StF 57 ‘Let all the world in every corner sing’ by George Herbert (1593 – 1633)

Opening Prayer

[bookmark: _Hlk219355887]Whilst your hymnbook is open at no. 57, use the hymn at no. 56 ‘King of glory, King of peace’ (also by George Herbert) to form the basis of your opening prayer.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 112 v 1 – 9 (10)

Old Testament Reading set for today: Isaiah 58 v 1 – 9a  (optional)

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887]Hymn  StF 658 ‘A charge to keep I have’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

To think about

To prepare for the Gospel reading today, think about the difference salt makes to a dish, and about its other uses in our society. Then, think about the difference an ancient oil lamp would have made in the dark, and the difference electric lighting makes to rooms, homes and streets.
[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]
Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 5 v 13 – 20 

Reflection

Last week, we read the first section of Matthew chapter 5 in which Jesus praises the sorrowful, the meek, the merciful, the persecuted, the ‘pure in heart’.  Now, in the same sermon, he goes on to talk vividly about the effect such people – who are receiving from God – can have on their community and the world. Being meek, or poor in spirit, does not mean being diffident or wishy washy! On the contrary, it means receiving from God in abundance so that God’s work can be done in the world, and God’s Kingdom revealed. Christians are to be salty, making a difference, speaking out when necessary, acting to pursue God’s purposes. Christians are to be light in darkness, showing what the real situation is like by their own speech and actions. They are to let their ‘good deeds’ be a model, and a witness, to others. Can we ever live up to the demands of being both salt and light? This important question in the life of Christian discipleship can only be responded to by one answer.  It is the answer given in the Methodist Covenant Service when we wonder how we can promise to surrender everything and let God have control of our lives: ‘…the power to do all these things is given to us in Christ, who strengthens us.’ It is as we immerse ourselves in Father, Son, Spirit – made possible by the poverty of spirit of the Beatitudes – that we become secure in the Father’s love, that we are lit by the light of Christ (the ultimate Light of the World), and that we are infused with the saltiness of the Holy Spirit working in our lives.

Hymn  StF 504  ‘May the mind of Christ my Saviour’ by Katie Barclay Wilkinson (1859 – 1928) 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn  StF 397 ‘The Spirit lives to set us free’ by Damian Lundy  (1944 – 1996)  

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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