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For use in connection with the gospel reading the tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous.
   Sing to him a new song;  Psalm 33 v 1a, 3a

Hymn  StF 107 ‘I sing the almighty power of God’ by Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)

Psalm set for today: Psalm 33 v 1 – 12

To think about

Explore for a minute or two on how the opening hymn reflects the psalm.

Opening Prayer

Use hymn 107 as a prayer now, read it prayerfully using “I speak” rather than “I sing”.

Old Testament Reading set for today: Genesis 12 v 1 – 9 

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Hymn  StF 159 ‘Not far beyond the sea nor high’ by George Bradford Caird (1917 – 1984)

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 9 v 9 – 13, 18 – 26 

Reflection

After the many weeks of Lent (and the Sunday before Lent), Eastertide, Ascensiontide, Pentecost and Trinity, the weekly Lectionary returns to ‘Ordinary Time’ picking things up at the tenth Sunday. As a result of Easter’s date this year, it means that we have missed out on the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th Sundays in Ordinary Time and, therefore, parts of Matthew chapters 5 through to 8. But, for today, this doesn’t matter… well, it matters insofar as we must readjust to reading about the beginning of the ministry of Jesus and, indeed, in this passage, the continuing collection of the first disciples. If Matthew the tax-collector wrote the gospel named after him, then this is his small auto-biographical contribution. If, as seems more likely, the book was written by a follower of Matthew or someone who knew him, it is still interesting that not more is made of Matthew’s call. Jesus simply says, “Follow me” and the tax collector gets up and follows him. One wonders what happened to the money he had collected that day!
Both readings today involve journeys. Abram is called and goes off into an amazing adventure with God. Matthew is called by Jesus and immediately responds – for that day and for the rest of his life. Jesus journeys to the house of Jairus but, instead, Jairus comes to him. The woman with the haemorrhage has journeyed with her bleeding for 12 long years. Her subsequent life, like that of Jairus and his daughter, like that of Matthew and Abraham, will be a lifelong journey infused with God – sometimes a journey of joy and rejoicing, sometimes a journey with struggle and pain, always a journey with meaning and fulfilment. Christian discipleship is a journey; take a moment to reflect on your own life and discipleship journeys, offering them to God once again today.

Hymn  StF 462 ‘Come, with me, come wander’ by John Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (1958 – 2019)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn  StF 476 ‘One more step along the world I go’ by Sydney Carter  (1915 – 2004)  

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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