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For use in connection with the readings for Easter Day.  
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Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

Hymn  StF 298 ‘Christ the Lord is risen today’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Opening Prayer 

Glory to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and for ever.

If we have fallen into despair: Lord, forgive us.
If we have failed to hope in you: Lord, forgive us.
If we have been fearful of death: Lord, forgive us.
If we have forgotten the victory of Christ: Lord, forgive us.

May the living God raise us from despair, give us victory over sin and set us free in Christ.  Amen.*

Psalm set for today: Psalm 118 v 1 – 2, 14 – 24
[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]
Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 28 v 1 – 10

To think about

Read the Gospel passage again and note anything that particularly strikes you.

Hymn  StF 293 ‘All heaven declares’ by Noel Richards (b 1955) and Tricia Richards (b 1960)

Reflection

The early morning discovery of the resurrection of Jesus is one of only five stories that appear in all four gospels. But, of course, each gospel writer tells it differently – just imagine the bewilderment, the confusion, the different accounts from eye-witnesses, on that first Easter morning. The same events will have been different for different people, they will have remembered different things, the oral traditions will have picked up different elements, the writers will have recorded things in their own way. In fact, it is amazing that the accounts are so similar! What stands out in Matthew’s version is the drama of it all – there is an earthquake, the guards (not mentioned by Mark, Luke, John) are rendered unconscious, there is an angel, the women meet Jesus on their journey to the disciples, they recognise him, they clasp his feet and worship him. This is the earliest mention of worship of the resurrected Jesus. It is given by two women who stayed with Jesus at the cross (27 v 56), who watched him being buried (27 v 59 – 61), who got up extremely early (probably unable to sleep?) and who, whilst they feel fear, also experience an amazing joy (v 8). Don’t hurry away from this passage today: Let us immerse ourselves in the experience of the women and, in a small or large way, make it our own.

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world… for the church… for our community… for family & friends… for ourselves…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for Easter Day 

Life-giving God, who raised your Son from the dead in order that a new creation might be inaugurated: grant that we might be part of that new creation as we die to ourselves and live for Jesus; to whom with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit be praise, honour and glory, now and always. Amen.**

Hymn  StF 313 ‘Thine be the glory’ by Edmond Budry (1854 – 1932) transl. by Richard Hoyle (1875 – 1939)

Final Words

Alleluia! Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Alleluia!
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