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For use in connection with the gospel for the twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
This is the last Sunday in Creation Time which runs from 1st September to 4th October and is
the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi.

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

‘Most High, all-powerful, good Lord, all praise is yours, all glory, all honour, and all blessing.’  Francis of Assisi

Hymn StF 99 ‘All creatures of our God and King’ by St Francis (1182 – 1226) transl. by W Draper (b 1855)

Psalm set for today: Psalm 19 

Opening Prayers

Following the hymn and psalm which both praise God, say thank you for particular blessings you have received yourself this week, and say sorry for things brought to mind that you regret.

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Reflection  (Deacon Jen Woodfin, October 2020)

It is that time of year when it becomes increasingly apparent that days are getting shorter, and, of course, nights longer. It makes a difference to the pattern of my days as I can no longer potter in the garden after tea. It is as though we are wrapped into a smaller ball. But, we re-learn a pattern of life that fits with the daylight hours. We live with the contrast of light and dark, of day and night throughout our lives.  The first verses of Psalm 19 speak of God’s glory being proclaimed in the heavens. In the vast distances and myriads of stars we see some of God’s magnificence and greatness. In the brightness of the skies during the day, we see God’s brilliance and power, but also on duller days God’s gentleness and comfort. The stars and the sun can speak to each of us in a different way. When take time to notice, the skies around us are constantly speaking in a voice that takes us deep into our hearts. The amazing thing is that we are given these awe -inspiring sights every day and every night – wherever we are in the world.  Praise God.

Epistle set for today: Philippians 3 v 4b – 14  (keep the place for after the hymn…)

Hymn StF 489 ‘All I once held dear, built my life upon’ by Graham Kendrick  (b 1950) 

To think about

Choose three phrases or sentences in the Philippians passage that particularly strike you today.

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 21 v 33 – 46

Hymn StF 277 ‘My song is love unknown’ by Samuel Crossman (c 1624 – 1683)

Reflection  

The passage from Matthew this week contains the second of three ‘parables of controversy’. Jesus is engaging with the religious leaders and all three stories are aimed at them – and they know it. The second story is one of the more multi-layered parables with direct corelations between God and the Landowner, Israel and the Vineyard, the tenants and the religious elite, the Old Testament prophets and the slaves/servants, Jesus and the Landowner’s son.  Jesus is foretelling his own treatment at the hands of the religious establishment and berating the chief priests and pharisees for not listening to the prophets, to God’s son and, ultimately, to God. How does this challenge us today?

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 566 ‘Take my life and let it be’ by Frances Ridley Havergal (1836 – 1879) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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