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For use in connection with the readings for Trinity Sunday.  

Call to Worship

Read the Psalm set for today: Psalm 8

Hymn  StF 1  ‘All people that on earth do dwell’ by William Kethe (d 1594)

Opening Prayer

Think of the past week and say both ‘thank you’ and ‘sorry’ to our loving God.

Old Testament Reading set for today: Genesis 1 v 1 – 4a 

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 28 v 16 – 20 

To think about

Look at the section headings in your Bible from Matthew chapter 27 verse 57 through to the end of chapter 28 to see the context of this last section, set for today. Reflect on the relevance of verses 16 – 20 for Trinity Sunday.

Hymn  StF 6  ‘Father, we love you, we worship and adore you’ by Donna Adkins (b 1940) 

Reflection  (Elsie Warby, June 2023)

At a glance, this week’s Old Testament readings seem to have little in common with the Gospel passage.* Looking closer, we find that this juxtaposition perfectly reveals the threefold nature of the Trinity. The ‘Trinity’ is often seen as a difficult concept, and as people have pointed out, the word ‘trinity’ is not in the Bible. But it doesn’t need to be, it simply means ‘threeness’ from the Latin ‘trinitas’ which describes the relationship between God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The end of Matthew’s gospel sends out the disciples to baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We remember that at the baptism of Jesus the Son, the Father spoke from heaven, and the Holy Spirit, came down like a dove. In Genesis 1, we read that, in the beginning, the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters, and continues through the work of Father and Son.
In modern times scientists have attempted to understand creation, but this has been fraught with errors. In 1824 Lord Kelvin calculated the earth to be 98 million years old, or maybe 20 or 400 million. In 1650 an Archbishop studied the Bible and historical sources and concluded that the earth was created at midday 23rd October 4004BC!  Genesis 1 is a beautifully written theological meditation, combining the nature of God, with observations of the natural world. Both Genesis and Psalm 8 are a celebration of God’s creation of both the physical world and humankind, showing the close relationship that God has created between his world and his people, in the same way that the ‘trinity’ shows a close relationship in the Godhead. We are created in God’s image with the responsibility of caring for both his creation, and one another, in love and peace.  

*The original reflection in 2023 mentioned the epistle reading set for today as well. You may like to look at 2 Corinthians 13 v 11 – 13. 

Hymn  StF 696  ‘For the healing of the nations’ by Fred Kaan (1929 – 2009)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our communities…  for our families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn  StF 11  ‘Holy, holy, holy’ by Reginald Heber (1783 - 1826)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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