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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel for the thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time. As the 
clocks have gone back today, the first hymn celebrates Christ as light…

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

…the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness…
Luke 1 v 78b – 79a  (NRSVA)

Hymn StF 134 ‘Christ whose glory fills the skies’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Opening Prayers

Look back on the Summer – the days of longer daylight hours – and give thanks for all the good things that you remember. Then offer to God the not so good and the things that you regret.

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Old Testament Reading set for today: Deuteronomy 34 v 1 – 12

To think about

Reflect on this reading further.  What feelings do you have about what happens to Moses here?

Hymn StF 465 ‘Guide me, O thou great Jehovah’ by William Williams (1717 – 1791) transl.

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 22 v 34 – 46

Hymn StF 439 ‘Abba, Father, let me be’ by Dave Bilborough (b 1965)

Reflection  (Angela Constantine, October 2020 during the ‘rules’ of the covid pandemic time)

God’s chosen servant, Moses, brought the children of Israel out of slavery in Egypt to freedom. They were a tribe but God wanted them to be a nation in a new land, being an example to the nations around them. First, they had to learn God’s rules for life. Like children, God their Father would train them in His righteousness. He expected their obedience. What were you like as a child? Good at obediently doing as you were told? Israel were pretty good at complaining about God’s rules. What should have taken a few months took 40 Years! The most important guideline God gave them to live by was recorded in Deuteronomy 6 v 5, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and strength.” It’s interesting to note that in today’s gospel reading Jesus uses this very commandment to reply to the Pharisees when they tested him yet adds “mind.” They used their own additional laws to oppress the people. They were only thinking about their own importance, not loving God and others. Jesus adds, “Love your neighbour as yourself! All the Law hangs on these two commandments.” If you love God, His love in you won’t harm your neighbour but care for them. This is God’s great love we share, made available through the greatest love of Jesus our Lord’s suffering at the Pharisees’ hands, hanging on a cross to die. His resurrection released God’s great, powerful love to us. Now we obediently activate His love in and through us to others. That’s why we have followed the covid rules and tried to serve all those who need an extra portion of “The Greatest Love”!

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 403 ‘God is love, his the care’ by Percy Dearmer (1867 – 1936) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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