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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

‘God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name’ 
Philippians 2 v 9 (NIV)

[bookmark: _Hlk135806812][bookmark: _Hlk142976912]Hymn StF 317 ‘At the name of Jesus’ by Caroline Maria Noel (1817 – 1877)       

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Psalm set for today: Psalm 124 

To think about

‘If it had not been the Lord who was on our side…’  When might you have said this?

Opening Prayer

Offer your prayer of thanksgiving and confession arising out of the psalm.

Hymn  StF 638 ‘Through all the changing scenes of life’ by Nahum Tate & Nicholas Brady  (C18th)

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 16 v 13 – 20

Reflection  (the late Malcolm Cook, August 2020)

“Who do you say that I am?”  I found this a strange question. After all Jesus and his disciples had been travelling together for some time and when you are friends with someone you get to know them by the little words they use when speaking and the way they act.  We meet people all the time. Some we will get know, some we will never know. Last week my friend was sailing on the Wash and saw Prince William and his family, sailing. He would never get to know them although he knew them by sight.  On the other hand, as an apprentice, we worked in a lot of big mansion houses. Starting a new contract, we were in the mansion house when a large man entered the hall doorway and in a booming voice announcing himself with, “My name is Barlow who are you”. We explained, “Electricians, sir”.  He started off as someone we did not know, but over time he and the family became quite good friends.  So what of Jesus and the disciples? Why the question? Was Jesus unsure of what they were thinking? People must have been discussing the subject. They all had their own ideas. Had John the Baptist come back from the dead? Perhaps he was Elijah, or maybe Jeremiah, or a prophet from the past.   Did they really know who He was or were they guessing? This was all new. Never had they had anyone with them that spoke like this, that healed the sick or raised the dead. Peter was the one that realised just who he was and spoke out, “You are the Messiah, Son of the living God.”  How did Peter know this and the others didn’t? They worked together as fishermen, with no college or university schooling and yet Peter knew. Jesus understood Peter’s answer.  What would our answer have been or would we have said nothing for fear of getting it wrong? What a question!  

Hymn  StF 356 ‘Jesus shall take the highest honour’ by Christopher Alan Bowater (b 1947)      

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 330 ‘Joy to the world, the Lord is come!’ by Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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