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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures for ever. Psalm 136 v 1

Hymn StF 100 ‘All things bright and beautiful’ by Cecil Frances Alexander (1818 – 1895)

Opening Prayer
 
Add to Cecil Alexander’s list (a Bishop’s wife from the C19th using hymns to teach in the Sunday School) with your own list of blessings. Then say sorry for the times you forget to say thank-you.

Epistle Reading set for today: Romans 6 v 1b – 11  

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]To think about

Take a sneak preview at the end of the gospel reading v 38 – 39.  How does what Paul say to the Romans relate to what Jesus says to his disciples about losing and finding life, do you think?

Hymn  StF 303 ‘I know that my Redeemer lives’ by Samuel Medley (1738 – 1799) 

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 10 v 24 – 39 

(The instructions of Jesus to the Twelve, as he sends them out on mission, continue from last week).

Reflection (Avril Temple, June 2023)

Today’s reading from Matthew is both disturbing and comforting.  In it, Jesus tells the disciples three times ‘don’t be afraid’, the most repeated commandment in the Bible.  He had warned them previously that the authorities would be after them, that they would suffer physically, and now he tells them that if they identify with him, they will be called terrible names, but not to be afraid. The time is coming when everything will be revealed, and secrets made known.  Jesus is thinking of the time when people will realise that the disciples have followed the Messiah, the true light of the world.  What does he expect from today’s disciples – us? We need to tell out loud what we know of him, what we have learned through prayer, study, worship and our own personal experiences; getting along with those we meet, supporting worthy causes, showing compassion and understanding. Jesus also spoke of persecution. We know that for many hundreds of believers over the world that this is true, but do we see this as a part of our discipleship? At times we can feel anxious, worried about situations in the world, about our family and friends. In this reading Jesus gives us a most detailed promise about the love and care that God has for us, down to the hairs on our head.
Does this reading give us pause for thought about our own faith? Are we being all God wants us to be? We may be busy doing many good things, but in our busyness shutting out that still small voice of God. Do we need to take a different path? Do we need to rethink our priorities?  May we feel God’s guiding hand and His presence near as we seek to become the people he wants us to be.

Hymn StF 546 Behold the servant of the Lord’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

StF 673  ‘Will you come and follow me?’ by John Bell (b 1949) & Graham Maule (b 1958)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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