[image: Colorful text on a black background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Second Sunday in Lent  YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the second Sunday in Lent.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]
Call to Worship

‘Jesus, Saviour of the world, come to us in your mercy: we look to you to save and help us.’
(Traditional hymn and prayer of intercession) 

Hymn  StF 17 ‘With gladness we worship’ by George Rawson (1807 – 1889)

Opening Prayer 

Offer to God your morning praise and thanksgiving, your Sunday recollection and confession.

Psalm set for today: Psalm 121  

[bookmark: _Hlk128460701][bookmark: _Hlk128420909]To think about

If you have the time, take each verse of the psalm and re-phrase it in different words – in other words, produce a paraphrase of your own. 

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Gospel Reading set for today: John 3 v 1 – 17 

Hymn  StF 338 ‘There is a Redeemer by Melody and Keith Green (b 1946 and 1953 – 1982) 

To think about

What is your opinion of Nicodemus?  To what extent did he want to be a genuine follower of Jesus?  It may help to look at John 7 v 45 – 52 and John 19 v 38 – 42.

Reflection

This year, the gospel readings for the four central Sundays of Lent all come from John’s Gospel and contain major encounters Jesus had with individuals. The first of them was Nicodemus, a Pharisee who comes secretly by night to speak with Jesus. Their conversation includes (arguably) the best-known verse in the Bible (v 16) and one of the most thought-provoking (v 3). Taking the latter for this short reflection, we remember that John the Baptist spoke of baptising with water, but that the one who followed him would baptise with the Holy Spirit (Matt 3 v 11,  see also Acts 1 v 5). John called people to repentance, wanting a response as an act of will; Jesus called people to receive his spirit, wanting an act of surrender to God. This was such a big transformative change that Jesus called it ‘being born again.’ What is the challenge of this, for us, today?

Hymn  StF 382 ‘Holy Spirit, come, confirm us’ by Brian Foley (1919 – 2000) – 
the tune is StF 341 ‘All for Jesus’ OR MP 790 ‘You are the King of glory’ by Mavis Ford (©1978)

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the Second Sunday in Lent

Spirit-filled God, who blew the mind of Nicodemus and caused him emotional conflict with his role as a Pharisee: enable us to be born again by receiving your Holy Spirit, blowing through our lives; that we may live for you rather than for ourselves, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 397 ‘The Spirit lives to set us free’ by Damian Lundy (1944 – 1996)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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