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For use in connection with the readings for the second Sunday after Easter Day.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]
Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Hymn  StF 314  ‘This joyful Eastertide’ by Fred Pratt Green (1903 – 2000)

Psalm set for today: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19

Prayers of Praise and Confession following on from the Psalm…

Think of all that God has blessed you with this week and give your praises to Him.
Think of all that has challenged you this week and cry to God for His help and salvation.
Raise your thankfulness to God, as you receive His forgiveness and love. 

Gospel Reading set for today: Luke 24 v 13 – 35 

To think about

What was it like for the two disciples (Cleopas and friend or wife?) to travel back the 7 miles to Jerusalem in the dark, having briefly recognised Jesus? 
Have you ever had to share important news that just wouldn’t wait?

Hymn  StF 307 ‘On the day of resurrection to Emmaus we return’ by Michael Peterson
Sing to the tune of ‘All for Jesus’ StF 341

Reflection

There is a hymn in the Iona Abbey Worship Book entitled ‘Let us stay together for a time’. It is based on the story of the walk to Emmaus and uses the fact that we journey alongside people for certain periods of time in life – some shorter (some very short as happens on Iona), some longer, in the case of siblings or other close relatives – it can be a lifetime. The impact other people make on us, or we on them, does not have to depend on the length of time we know them. Someone we encounter briefly can completely change our lives, in fact, this is what happened to Cleopas and his partner on the Emmaus Road. They talked, then listened, then invited, then Jesus was gone… but the disciples were set on fire. So much so, that they turned around and immediately walked the 7 miles back to the city to share the news. Of course, we believe that God in Jesus is with us all the time – now that the Spirit of Jesus is abroad and living in each of us. But there are occasional moments, rare (perhaps) special times, when we know his presence in a special way. The frequency, and length, of such encounters is relatively unimportant. Once we know Jesus for ourselves our lives can be changed forever. If we do not have that personal experience then today is a good day to ask Jesus to become real in our lives. 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world… for the church… for our community… for family & friends… for ourselves…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the third Sunday of Easter (Year A)

Emmaus Road God, your Son Jesus transformed the lives of all the disciples that first resurrection day: may we too be changed, transformed into followers who are alive with your presence; through our Saviour Jesus Christ who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and always. Amen.**

Hymn  StF 297 ‘Christ is alive! Let Christians sing’ by Brian Wren (b 1936) 

Final Words

Alleluia! Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Alleluia!
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