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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel for the twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble!  Psalm 99 v 1 (NRVSA)

Hymn StF 335 ‘Rejoice, the Lord is King!’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Opening Prayers

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Offer to God your own praise and thanksgiving prayers.

Offer to God the things you regret, the things that you are worried about, the things that hurt.

Hymn StF 519 ‘Father, I place into your hands’ by Jenny Hewer (b 1945) 

Psalm set for today: Psalm 99  

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 22 v 15 – 22

To think about

This conversation between Jesus and the Pharisees comes after the 3 parables of the last 3 weeks when Jesus has been hard-hitting about the inability of the religious leaders to enter into the kingdom of heaven (and the heavenly banquet). They are now trying to trap Jesus in order to incriminate him.  Why is the question they ask a trap, do you think? 

Hymn StF 668 ‘Teach me, my God and King’ by George Herbert (1593 – 1633)

Reflection  

The day of controversy, parables, questions and debate between Jesus and the religious leaders continues.  After three controversial parables (the readings for the last 3 weeks), the Pharisees and Herodians, who were not natural allies, try to trap Jesus with an impossible question, a bit like the impossible question Jesus had asked in ch 21 vv 23 – 27 when to answer would either be to provoke the crowd or to make themselves look foolish. This time, the question is aimed at making Jesus say either that the taxes shouldn’t be paid – thus enraging the Romans – or that they should – thus enraging the crowd. The clever way that Jesus deals with this sidesteps the question and gives us much food for thought. If Caesar had produced the imperial coinage (as, indirectly, he had) then it was not wrong to give it back to him.  On the other hand, everything ultimately has been given to us by God – and his claims, of course, override those of secular authorities. However, Jesus does seem to be saying that taxes should be paid to whoever is responsible for providing the coinage (and economy) in the first place; whilst remembering that due thanksgiving and offerings should be made to God who has created all things and who is continually sustaining God’s creation. There is a lovely prayer based on 
1 Chronicles 29 v 14:
O God, everything comes from you,
we give you only what is yours,
may your name be praised for ever.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 545 ‘Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart’ Irish traditional 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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