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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  The Sunday before Lent YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading on the Sunday before Lent.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

‘Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you’  Isaiah 60 v 1 

Hymn  StF 134 ‘Christ whose glory fills the skies’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)

Opening Prayer

Offer to God your worship and yourself – in the context of God’s love for you.

Epistle Reading set for today: 2 Peter 1 v 16 – 21   

[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]To think about

Think about how many times in the NT we hear about God affirming Jesus as his Son, and telling us to listen to him.  What difference does this account from Peter make to our whole understanding?

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 17 v 1 – 9 

Hymn  StF 259 ‘Jesus, on the mountain peak’ by Brian Wren (b 1936)

Reflection (Elsie Warby, February 2023)

The beginning of this passage always reminds me of the opening words of ‘A Christmas Carol’. The reader is made absolutely certain, that ‘Old Marley was dead – as dead as a door nail’.  ‘Jesus, Peter, James and John, went up a high mountain by themselves’, absolutely alone. In Norfolk, there is not much opportunity to go up a mountain, our walks are country lanes or forests. When surrounded by tall, dense trees, it is hard to see other people until they suddenly appear around a corner or from another path. It can be disorienting, with no landmarks, and it’s easy to feel quite lost. The disciples had a very disorienting experience, in a different way. In that isolated place on the mountain top, three amazing things happened. Firstly, Jesus changed. In an unnatural way, he ‘shone’ as bright as the sun. Can you imagine the look on the faces of the disciples? But they didn’t have time to wonder at this sight, for secondly, they saw Moses and Elijah also. Admittedly these prophets had left the earth in an uncertain manner, but a very long time before. Peter, trying to get hold of his senses, uttered a vague idea when, thirdly, a bright cloud came over them, with an unearthly voice speaking from within it. That was too much to cope with and they fell down in fear, before Jesus reassured them. And there was no-one there, only Jesus. What was that all about? It was a personal revelation of Jesus’ identity as God’s beloved Son. A simple message, delivered in an astonishing manner – ‘Listen to him’. Can we make time and space to be receptive to Jesus and to hear his word to us personally?’  

Hymn  StF 666  ‘Master, speak! Thy servant heareth’ by Frances Ridley Havergal (1836 – 1879) 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A new Collect for the Sunday before Lent

Transformative God, whose Son Jesus was bathed in glory on top of a mountain: help us to reflect his glorious light as we go about our daily lives, that we may live transformed and Christlike lives; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn  StF 59 ‘Lord, the light of your love is shining’ by Graham Kendrick (b 1950)  

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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