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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading the eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time.  

[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]Call to Worship

Read the Psalm set for today: Psalm 100

Hymn StF 82 ‘O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder’ by Stuart K Hine (1899 – 1989)

Opening Prayer

Spend time with your own praise of God and let it lead into a time of confession.

Epistle Reading set for today: Romans 5 v 1 – 8  

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]To think about

Look at the sequence in verses 3 – 5 of suffering, endurance, character and hope (NRVSA). If you can, read the same verses in other versions (on the internet or in hard copy) including the King James and The Message versions, if available. To conclude, make a list of your own four words that make sense of the sequence in your own life.

Now read verse 8 of the Romans passage before singing the next hymn:

Hymn StF 436 ‘What shall I do my God to love’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788) OR
Hymn StF 427 ‘I’m accepted, I’m forgiven’ by Rob Hayward

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 9 v 35 – 10 v 8  [9 v 27 – 34 continues from last week]

Reflection

The three paragraphs (headed in the NRSVA as ‘The Harvest is Great, the Labourers Few’, ‘The Twelve Apostles’, and ‘The Mission of the Twelve’) in the Gospel reading could be said to form a sequence like the one in Romans 5. The Task leads to the Agents who will carry it out, which leads to their Mission – which is summarised in verse 7: “Proclaim the good news, ‘the Kingdom of Heaven has come near’”. Verses 8 – 18 contain follow up instructions as to how to carry the mission out, and the instructions continue until the end of the chapter. You may like to look at chapter 11 v 1 which says what Jesus did after appointing and sending out his twelve disciples. 
Returning to the Task, the Agents and their Mission, we might ask what should come next? Coming next in a sequence might be the continuing mission for disciples today: The Mission Continues. Going beyond today’s reading, one might pick out a few of the instructions given to the twelve disciples in chapter 10: “Find out who is worthy and stay there” (v 11), “If anyone will not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet” (v 14), “Be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (v 16), “Do not worry about how you will speak or what you will say” (v 19), “Do not be afraid” (v 31), “Those who lose their life for my sake will find it” (v 39).  Perhaps choose one of these to take with you in today as you reflect on your own mission in your own context. It will be very different from that of 1st century Palestine but no less important!

Hymn StF 239 ‘Sent by the Lord am I’ by José Aguiar 

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 418 ‘We have a gospel to proclaim’ by Edward Burns (b 1938)

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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