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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Second Sunday of Easter YEAR A
For use in connection with the readings for the Sunday after Easter Day.  
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]
Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

Hymn  StF 311 ‘The day of resurrection’ by St John of Damascus (C6/7th) trans by John Neale (1818 – 66)   

Opening Prayer 

Glory to you, O God: 
you raised Jesus from the grave, bringing us victory over death and giving us eternal life.
Glory to you, O Christ:
for us and for our salvation you overcame death and opened the gate to everlasting life.
Glory to you, O Holy Spirit:
you lead us into the truth and breathe new life into us.
Glory to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.*

Psalm set for today: Psalm 16
[bookmark: _Hlk213219887][bookmark: _Hlk218666866]
Gospel Reading set for today: John 20 v 19 – 31 

To think about

Thomas often gets a bad press (‘doubting Thomas’) – do you think this is fair?

Hymn  StF 303 ‘I know that my Redeemer lives’ by Samuel Medley (1738 – 1799) 

Reflection

One of the things that characterises John’s Gospel is the number of significant encounters between individuals and Jesus that the author records. Through Lent, we read about four such encounters: Nicodemus the Pharisee; the Samaritan woman by the well; the blind man by the roadside; Mary, Martha and Lazarus at a time of distress. Today’s reading tells of another significant encounter – this time with one of Jesus’ own disciples. It is only a short account but it is spread over the period of a week. It is almost as though Thomas was meant not to be present on the first evening when Jesus appeared on the day of resurrection to his friends. His absence set him up for what happened a week later – a special invitation to Thomas by Jesus that resulted in the first recorded declaration of worship of Jesus by a man, after his resurrection from the dead. [N.B. The first worship was offered by the women coming away from the tomb in Matthew 28 v 9.]  What do we learn from this story? That it is ok to want evidence to believe? That those who do not need evidence are particularly blessed (v 29)? That the perfect response to the risen Jesus is worship of the living God?

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world… for the church… for our community… for family & friends… for ourselves…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the second Sunday of Easter (Year A)

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus appeared in many ways to many people after his glorious resurrection: may we too know Jesus in his risen power, and may our response be one of pure worship to the one who now reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.**

Hymn  StF 312 ‘The head that once was crowned with thorns’ by Thomas Kelly (1769 – 1855) 

Final Words

Alleluia! Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Alleluia!
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