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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sunday in the lectionary:  Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel for the twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
[bookmark: _Hlk215640709]
Call to Worship

Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say Rejoice. Philippians 4 v 4 (NRVSA) 

[bookmark: _Hlk135806812][bookmark: _Hlk142976912]Hymn StF 776 ‘In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful’ from the Taizé Community OR 
MP 577 ‘Rejoice in the Lord always’ words from Philippians 4 / traditional        

Opening Prayers

Think of the past week and say both ‘thank you’ and ‘sorry’ to our loving God.

[bookmark: _Hlk218666866]Old Testament Reading set for today: Exodus 32 v 1 – 14 

Hymn StF 425 ‘God of forgiveness, your people you freed’ by Michael Forster (b 1946) 

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 22 v 1 – 14 

To think about

The original recipients of the wedding invitation did not want to attend even though riches had been laid on for them. So, instead the generosity – including the wedding clothes – was open to all. And the whole range of people now came – the bad as well as the good, the people on the streets as well as those from reasonable homes, the marginalised as well as the accepted.  But one man thought his own clothes were good enough i.e. he could get in on his own merit. But that was not the case, attendance at the feast depended on the recipient’s acceptance of everything provided.

Hymn StF 401 ‘Come sinners to the gospel feast’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788)          

Reflection  (Pippa Cook (slightly edited), October 2023)

It seems to me that the readings set for today are partly about distrust, dispute and division. The Israelites on their journey from Egypt were often confused, resentful and angry with Moses, who had now disappeared up a mountain in a cloud of smoke, and with God. They wanted something to look at, something they would be able to worship, and they were prepared to sacrifice their valuable possessions to create it. They felt better; God was angry. Jesus confronts the descendants of those Israelites with the parable of the wedding feast. It is disappointing when some of the guests you invite to a celebration are unable to attend. It is infuriating when you learn that no one had any intention of attending. Over a thousand years before Christ, God had saved the People of Israel from Egypt to be His people in the Promised Land, and now they didn’t want to know. The parable emphasises the point that anyone and everyone can be brought into the Kingdom, but each one must accept the invitation. Those who feel they are the point of the parable then try to trap Jesus into saying something that will anger the population – about paying tax. Jesus is having none of their nonsense and gives an answer to which they have no reply, but leaves them, and us, to think about our responsibility to God.  In Paul’s writing to the Philippians (chapter 4 v 1 – 9), we read familiar and well-loved words but hidden within them are words to two women of the Church who work hard but cannot always agree, and Paul encourages his ‘faithful partner’ to help them sort out their differences. Is it possible that our own distrust and divisions, stand in the way of our place in the Kingdom and do we miss out on that ‘Peace which is far beyond human understanding’?

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 620 ‘Thou God of truth and love’ by Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.
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