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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 9 v 9 – 13, 18 – 26   
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Do healthy people need doctors?   Make a list of things that doctors do – in sickness and in health.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· v 10 – what exactly is meant by ‘sinners’ – both then and now?  

· v 13 – ‘I desire mercy not sacrifice’ is a quote from Hosea 6 v 6.  Look this up and see what the phrase meant in its original context.  Does it help if the word translated ‘mercy’ is translated ‘love’ instead?

· v 18 & 19 – compare Mark 5 v 22 – 24 and Luke 8 41 – 42: what are the differences? *

· v 25 – look up Leviticus 15 v 25 – 33 to help understand the woman’s distress.

· v 22 – the Greek word for ‘healed’ means ‘saved’: how does Mark 5 v 34 help with this fuller understanding?

· v 23 – ‘not dead but asleep’: does this remind you of anything else?

· How would interested observers have viewed the events in these two passages? **

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. What characteristics do we have of the ‘righteous’ and of the ‘sinners’ (v 13)?

2. What should we be doing to continue Jesus’ ministry of healing?  Should it include praying for the dead to be raised?

3. Who do we identify with most in these verses?  Matthew?  The Pharisees?  The ruler?  The woman with bleeding?  The child?***

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.

Optional further suggestions:

*You might like to compare the whole passage in all three versions.

** Split into two groups.  One group should imagine they are a minor Pharisee who has been observing the events in v 6 – 13 and think about what they would say to a friend who had missed this particular occasion.  The other group should imagine they are one of the disciples observing v 18 – 26.  How would they later relate what happened to their brother or sister?  
You might like to write your thoughts down. 

***Individually, or in pairs, or as a group, write a prayer that one of these characters might have prayed after their encounter with Jesus.
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