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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 9 v 35 – 10 v 8  
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

See how many of the twelve disciples you can name. Perhaps do this as individuals first and then combine in pairs or threes.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· v 35 – Jesus has been in Capernaum (look back in chapter 9 to see what he had been doing) but now goes on a tour of towns and villages in the area. Consult Mark 1 v 1 to see if it throws further light on the nature of the ‘good news’ Jesus was bringing.
· v 36 – The gospel writers often show Jesus having compassion; other examples can be found in Matt. 14 v 4, 20 v 34, Mk 1 v 41, 6 v 34, 8 v 2. Similarly, sheep and shepherds provide similes throughout the Bible. An OT example is Ezekiel 34 v 5 and its context.
· v 37 & 38 – The imagery switches to that of fields needing workers to harvest them. Bring to mind in your imagination actual fields and the need for workers followed by actual people and the need for evangelists, prophets, pastors and teachers. 
· 10 v 1 – 4  – The training period has ended, and the disciples are appointed and sent out. How important is this in the story, do you think?
You may want to look up notes on the names and backgrounds of the different men.
The use of the word ‘apostle’ in v 2 is the only occurrence in Matthew’s book. 
· v 5 – Was the prohibition of travel among Gentiles or Samaritans for the disciples’ own benefit and protection, or due to the essential nature of Jesus’ ministry?
· v 7 – Matthew mentions the ‘kingdom of heaven’ 33 times, whereas the other gospel writers never use this term. How does it differ from Mark and Luke’s term ‘kingdom of God’?
· v 8 – This is a big list of tasks!  How might the disciples have felt on receiving them? 
· The instructions continue until the end of chapter 10, you may want to read the remaining verses to get the fullest picture of what was being said to the twelve. 
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. Of what does the harvest in contemporary society consist?  Should each of us be involved in being workers in the field OR is this a job for those with a specialised calling only?
2. How does the training, appointment, and sending out, of the twelve disciples compare with what happens today?  For those in formal ministry?  For ‘ordinary’ Christians?
3. How much of verses 7 and 8 is relevant for us in the churches today?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.
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