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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 4 v 1 – 11  
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Go round the group sharing something by which you are tempted.  Then do the same with something by which you are tested.  Let people pass if they feel unable to share in the group.
OR do this exercise in pairs or threes.

Note: there are more biblical references than usual in this study.  The ones in italics do not have to be looked up unless you want to!

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look back to 3 v 13 for the preceding events to this passage.

· Find a photograph of the Judean wilderness on the internet to get a sense of the context.

· The Greek word translated here as ‘tempted’ is ‘pirasmos’.  It can also mean ‘tested’.  Which do you think is the better English word for what Jesus goes through here?  

Think of reasons for the necessity of Jesus being tempted/tested in this way.  
You may like to consult Hebrews 2 v 15 – 17 and Hebrews 4 v 15 – 16.

· Is it significant that the tempting is done by the Devil?  But what is God’s role?  

· v 2  Discuss whether this description of what happens to Jesus is a deliberate parallel to the description in Deuteronomy 8 v 1 – 5 of what happened to the Israelites.  

· v 3 – 4  What is at the heart of the first temptation and how does Jesus’ answer from Deuteronomy 8 v 3 deal with it?

· v 5 – 7  What is at the heart of the second temptation and how does Jesus’ answer from Deuteronomy 6 v 16 deal with it?

· v 8 – 10  What is at the heart of the third temptation and how does Jesus’ answer from Deuteronomy 6 v 13 deal with it?

· v 11 Explore what it was that made the Devil finally leave.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Consult James 1 v 13 – 15 and then think about:

a. How do you deal with temptation?                                                                                  Are there ways in which we can help each other?
b.  How does your answer differ if the question is: How do you deal with testing?
2. What do you make of Hebrews 4 v 15?  Is this a helpful verse?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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