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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 28 v 16 – 20       
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Think of as many things as you can that Jesus ‘commanded’ his disciples to do.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look at the structure of the last part of Matthew’s gospel: chapter 27 verses 57 – 61, 62 – 66, chapter 28 v 1 – 10, 11 – 15, 16 – 20.  Use the headings in the NIV or think of your own headings.  In what way is it a balanced structure?

· Check why it was eleven disciples by looking back at 27 v 5.

· And for Jesus’ instruction to go to Galilee see verse 10.  How did they know about the mountain? See what you can find out about which mountain Jesus was referring to.  

· v 17  What other occasions can you think of when ‘some worshipped’ and ‘some doubted’?

· v 18  Read Daniel 7 v 13 – 14 and reflect on whether this is the cosmic side of what is being described here.  What do you think it means that ‘all authority’ has been given to Jesus?
· Closely examine verses 19 – 20b.  Split them into 6 or 7 or 8 constituent parts and reflect on each one.  You may like to compare and contrast chapter 10 v 5 – 6.

· What words would you use to describe the final words of Jesus and, indeed, the gospel in 20b?

· How does v 20 take us back to the beginning of Matthew’s account?  Consult 1 v 23.  And take a look at Joshua 1 v 5 to link with a strong message in the Old Testament.
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
Perhaps choose 2 of these:

1. Look again at the constituent parts of verses 19 – 20a.  How well does the church today do all these things?
2. Think about all the things that Jesus has commanded, or instructed, his disciples.  Which are the most important?  Where in the priority do these final instructions come?  And why does Jesus introduce Baptism here?  How important is this aspect for us?

3. Look at the endings of all four gospels.  What is special about this one in Matthew?  How does it, or will it, help you in your daily life?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
© Jacqui A. Horton 2011
