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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 25 v 1 – 13
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Share experiences of being unprepared.  When did you fail to have something with you that you needed?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· This is right at the end of Jesus’ life.  Look back at chapter 24 where Jesus has been talking about signs of the end of the age.  Chapter 25 describes the last three parables that Jesus tells in Matthew’s Gospel.  Each of them forms the set gospel passage for the last 3 weeks of the Lectionary year.

· The ten virgins were presumably bridesmaids who were attending the bride and awaiting the arrival of the groom.  Although traditional paintings of this parable show lamps (e.g. see the one by William Blake on Wikipedia headed ‘The parable of the ten virgins’), their lamps may have been torches that were lit by soaking rags in olive oil.  Find out what you can about Jewish weddings and bridesmaids.  
· The rag-soaked torches would have needed a lot of oil and would have needed frequent replenishing.  The trimming would have involved the charred ends of the rags being cut off and fresh oil applied.  Do you have sympathy for the 5 girls without enough oil?  Try and put yourselves in their position.

· Find the 4 times in chapter 24 in which Jesus says that no-one knows when the hour will come and that it will come unexpectedly.  Does the final verse in the study passage today (v 13) sum up the meaning of the parable, do you think?

· Look online for images or pictures of the parable (there are a lot!) and choose which one you would use to illustrate a sermon on either a screen or a service sheet.  

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. What is it about weddings that lend themselves to parables?  [You may like to think of other parables that use the wedding setting.]  Are weddings just as important now as they were to the Jews in the first century?  And do people still need to be prepared?
2. See if you can re-tell this parable in a contemporary format – the setting may be entirely different.  [If you have enough people, you could do this in 2 groups and act out your versions to each other.]  How do we ‘keep watch’ in today’s society?  And what do we need to make sure we have with us?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to take away with you.  Then move into prayer.
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