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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 23 v 1 – 12
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Brainstorm important themes that run through the whole Bible.  Once you have a list, which do you think are the most significant?
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· For the context of this passage, look back at the last eight sections (NIV) since Jesus’ authority was questioned in 21 v 23.  Note the headings and the series of encounters that Jesus had with the religious leaders.

· Now look at 23 v 1 and note the movement towards Jesus telling the crowds and the disciples what he thought of the teachers of the law and the Pharisees.  How do you react to what Jesus says in v 2 – 3?

· Some people think that ‘Moses’ seat’ refers to an actual seat which was used by the leader of a synagogue.  Others think that the term is metaphorical and simply refers to religious authority dating back to Moses. You may like to look up Exodus 18 v 13 where Moses does indeed have a seat!

· Read verses 3 – 7 and see how what adjectives you can use to describe the Pharisee’s behaviour e.g. ‘hypocritical’ in v 3 (there are at least 4 descriptions of behaviour).

· A ‘phylactery’ was a box containing 4 Scriptural passages, worn on the arm or forehead. *
· Why do you think Jesus gives the instructions in v 8 – 10?

· Do you think v 11 means that the greatest person will be the one who becomes a servant or that it is a servant who becomes the greatest?!

· Look up other biblical references that are like verse 12 e.g. 1 Samuel 2 v 8, Psalm 18 v 27, Proverbs 3 v 34, Isaiah 57 v 15, Ezekiel 21 v 26, Luke 1 v 52, Luke 14 v 11.  Does this line of thinking qualify for one of the most important themes in the Bible?  Was it one of the themes you thought of in the icebreaker?
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. The fact that Christians are ‘hypocrites’ is a common charge from people who are anti-Christianity or anti-church – how fair is this?

2. Do Christians have the equivalent of the behaviour of the religious leaders in v 3 – 7?

3. The NIV study Bible suggests that these verses should not be taken unreasonably literally!  What do you think?  What would a person who is showing proper humility be like?**
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to take away with you.  Then move into prayer.

Optional further suggestions:

* If you want to look up these passages: Ex 13 v 1 – 10, 13 v 11 – 16, Deut 6 v 4 – 9, 11 v 13 – 21.

** You may like to draw or write a description separately and then compare ideas.
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