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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 22 v 34 – 46
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

How many commandments can you think of in the Bible?  From both Old and New Testaments....

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Following three clear and hard-hitting parables (aimed at the religious leaders) on the Tuesday of Holy Week, there are three questions aimed at testing, and trapping, Jesus.  Look back to see what the first two questions were.

· This third question seems more genuine.  Discuss how it too was testing Jesus.  

· Find out, if you can, how many individual parts of the Law were counted by the Jewish rabbis.  They liked to discuss, and to distinguish, the differences between commandments of different ‘weights’.  The website www.jewfaq.org/halakhah.htm has the figure for the number of commandments the rabbis recognised – 3rd section down under the heading ‘Commandments from the Torah’.

· The first part of Jesus’ answer comes from Deuteronomy 6 v 5 – look this up to discover the original context.  The commandment is known in Judaism as the ‘Shema’ which is the first word in Deuteronomy 6 v 4: ‘Hear’.  Find out how often the Shema was, and/or is, recited by orthodox Jews.  The website mentioned above has the information at http://www.jewfaq.org/shemaref.htm .

· The second part of Jesus’ answer comes from Leviticus 19 v 18. Discuss what the impact is by putting the two parts together.  In what ways do they contain the whole of ‘the Law and the Prophets’ (in other words, the whole of the Jewish Scriptures – what we know as the Old Testament).

· The word used for ‘Love’ is the Greek word ‘Agapeo’.  Wikipedia has a good article on the different Greek words for Love and their meanings.

· You may like to compare Mark’s version in Mark 12 v 28 – 34: it gives a fuller picture.

· v 41  Jesus now asks his own difficult question and this shuts everyone up!  The quotation is from Psalm 110 v 1.  Put into your own words what Jesus is getting at.  What is he trying to prove?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Do the two commandments mentioned by Jesus sum up the whole of our Christian Faith?  Which is easier to obey?  

2.  What would you say to someone who asked: “Why was this Jesus, who made such a good response about loving God and loving others, hated so much by the Jewish leaders?  How did it lead them to have him crucified?”

3. What do verses 41 – 42 say about the standard religious view of the Messiah?  Is this relevant to us today, or is this a small section of the Bible that we can pass over?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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