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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 22 v 15 – 22
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Do you know – without looking! – what is on the reverse of a one pence piece?  Two pence?  Five pence?  Ten pence?  Twenty pence?  Fifty pence?  After you have finished sharing your knowledge (or guesswork) examine coins you have available.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· This is yet another conversation on the Tuesday of Holy Week – the day of controversy, parables and questions.  Look back to see what has gone before.  The three parables preceding this passage were all aimed at the Jewish religious establishment, and they were very clear in their target and meaning.  

· See what you can find out about the Pharisees and the Herodians and, in particular, the attitude of each to the existing Roman rule.  Would they be natural bedfellows, do you think?  Look ahead to verse 23 where a third political/religious party weighs in to the fray.

· What do you make of what the people from the Pharisees and Herodians start off with in verse 16?  Have a go at using the type of voice that might have been used here.

· Explore for yourselves what might happen if Jesus answered ‘No’.  And also what might happen if he answered ‘Yes’.  It was a clever question but Jesus had a clever answer!

· v 19  The coin for paying the tax was a denarius, issued by Caesar (Tiberius at this time) with his portrait and inscription.

· v 21 What different things was Jesus doing in his answer?

· v 22 What might the would-be trappers be muttering to themselves as they went?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. What things in our lives rightly belong to a. the modern equivalent of Caesar? b. God?

2. Are there times when it is not right to pay taxes?  What would it take to make members of the group withhold their taxation obligations?

3. How do you decide how much of your resources to give to God?  And what counts as giving to God?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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