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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 22 v 1 – 14
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Share with each other experiences you have had at weddings.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· This parable is yet another one told by Jesus on the Tuesday of Holy Week – often known as the Day of Controversy and Parables.  It is the third in a little series of three which are aimed against the religious leaders (chief priests and pharisees) – who have challenged the authority of Jesus in chapter 21 v 23 – 27.

· There are three parts to the parable – give a newspaper headline to each part.

· v 1 – 7 The meaning of these verses is clear but, nevertheless, spell it out for yourselves what Jesus is getting at.  

· v 7  Burning a city was a common military practice at the time.  Do you think Jesus may have been foreshadowing the burning of Jerusalem in AD 70?

· v 8 – 10  Imagine the scene here.  What must this wedding have been like?!

· v 11 – 14  Give your initial reactions to this final part of the story.  Then look up a commentary (either in book form or online) and see the explanations that have been given for the lack of a wedding garment and what it means.  What seems clear is that the garment represents a quality that people entering the kingdom of God need to have.  Discuss what this might be as far as you are concerned.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. The first and second parts of the parable are about corporate rejection and acceptance, and the third part is about individual responsibility.  Think of aspects of our faith today that are corporate, and of those that are individual and personal.  Is one more important than the other, do you think?

2.  To what extent is our faith like being invited, but undeserving, guests at a wedding banquet?  Write a group prayer that responds to the second part of the parable.

AND/OR

3. Look up Isaiah 61 v 10 and see if this helps with the interpretation of the third part of the parable.  Does it have any meaning to us today?  How would you explain it to a non-Christian reader?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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