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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 21 v 33 – 46
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Think of the first three of Jesus’ parables that come to your mind.  Share the results in the group and see which are the most popular.  Why are these parables particularly memorable?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· This parable comes in the middle of a series of three: ‘The parable of the two sons’, ‘The parable of the tenants’ and ‘The parable of the wedding banquet’.  Were any of these mentioned in the ice-breaker?  These are told in the last week of Jesus’ life, and he is dealing with the Jewish leadership.  Read ch. 21 v 23 – 27 to see what precedes this series of parables and then look at the 3 stories and notice the point Jesus is making in each. 

· The word ‘parable’ means ‘throwing together’ – for comparison.  List all the comparisons that are made here.

· The vineyard was a traditional image of God’s chosen people and the land that he had given them.  Look up Isaiah 5 v 1 – 7, a passage on which this story was probably based.

· v 41 “…he will rent the vineyard to other tenants” – who would Matthew’s first readers have understood these to be?

· You may like to look up Psalm 118 v 22 – 23 for the origin of the quote in v 42.  

· Compare chapter 13 v 10 – 13 with verse 45 of chapter 21.  Why do you think this parable was so easy to understand?

· v 46 – think about what it was about Jesus that was so threatening to the religious leadership.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. Is Jesus still threatening to people?  In what ways do we dumb him down?

2. The Jewish leaders were faced with their history: often, people (like the prophets) were rejected at the time but revered later.  Do we do the same in the church?  Are there people we revere now but whom we would have found very difficult if we had lived at the same time as them?  Can you think of examples?  And are there people now whom Christians find difficult, but who may be revered in decades or centuries to come?  
Again, can you think of examples?

3. Just as the vineyard was a familiar image to represent Israel, are there familiar images that represent the church?  To what extent are these images helpful or unhelpful?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to take away with you.  Then move into prayer.
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