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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 17 v 1 – 9  
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Make a list of Old Testament characters you can think of and then pick out half a dozen that you think are the most important.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· This is the story of the Transfiguration which is told by Mark and Luke as well as Matthew.  If this story is very familiar to you, you may like to compare the three accounts, noting similarities and differences.  If the story is not well known to people in the group, then you may like to just concentrate on the Matthew passage.  The other references are Mark 9 v 2 – 13 and Luke 9 v 28 – 36.

· This is not the only time Peter, James and John do things with Jesus on their own.  See if you can track down one or two other occasions.

· Mount Tabor has traditionally been the site of the Transfiguration but it is now thought that Mount Hermon is more likely. Find out where these are and what they look like.
· v 2  Imagine what you would have experienced and felt if you had been present.

· v 3  Explore why you think it was Moses and Elijah that appeared with Jesus?

· v 4  What is Peter saying – and why is he saying it?

· v 5  Do the words from heaven remind you of anything?  After you have thought about it, look up chapter 3 v 17 and Isaiah 42 v 1.

· v 6  Would you have been as terrified do you think?

· v 9  How hard must it have been for the three friends not to tell anyone?  How do we know about the incident?!

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
If you want ‘normal’ discussion questions:

1. Does the appearance of two important Old Testament personalities in this story make you think differently about a. Jesus b. the Old Testament c. your attitude to the Bible?

2. Three of the disciples had this special experience, so nine did not.  Is this how you experience life and faith i.e. that a proportion of people have had dramatic spiritual experiences whilst most have not?  Does it matter whether you have or not?

If you want something a bit different:

3. If you have someone in the group (or, if you can import someone) who can talk this story through as a meditation, try entering into what happened as if you were a participant.  Imagine either that you are one of the disciples, or that you are an extra person, an observer.  Then share as much as you want to in the group.

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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