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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 16 v  21 – 28 
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Have a brainstorm of comforting verses in the Bible.  Which is your favourite?  Then do the same for difficult verses (in terms of implementation rather than understanding) that are the opposite of comforting?  Which is the most difficult?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· This is very much a continuation of the previous passage, so read them together.  The whole text is Matthew 16 v 13 – 28.

· ‘From that time on’, indicates a new phase in Jesus’ ministry.  How do you think verse 21 relates to Peter’s declaration in verse 16 and Jesus’ warning in verse 20?

· v 22 What do you think was going on for Peter here?

· Why do you think Jesus follows his affirmation of Peter in v 17 – 18 with this denunciation?  What does Jesus really think of Peter?

· v 23 The word ‘Satan’ has been borrowed from Hebrew and literally means ‘ accuser’. You may like to look up the first reference to Satan in the Bible – in Job 1 v 6.

· v 24 – 25 This is not the first mention of the cross in Matthew – see chapter 10 v 38 – 39.

· Summarise verses 24 – 27 in just a sentence or two.
· v 28 What do you think this means?  Consult a commentary or the internet.
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Think about how hard it must have been for the disciples, to go from the high of having it confirmed who Jesus really was to the extreme low of learning about his coming death.  Think of examples in your own experience of going from a high to a low.  What do such experiences say to you about life in general?
2. Peter went from ultimate acceptance and affirmation to rebuke and apparent rejection.  What was the essential difference between Peter being a ‘rock’ and a ‘stumbling block’?  Compare verses 17 and 23.  What can we learn from this?
3. How can we put verses 24 and 25 into practice today?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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