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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 16 v 13 – 20
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

What would you say if you were asked ‘Who was Jesus?’  Go round the group.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Find out where Caesarea Philippi was, and what is there today.  Wikipedia has information, as does  www.bibleplaces.com/banias.htm.  Can you find out why it was so called?

· The area was a pagan one.  Jesus has come out of Galilee since the busyness, and crowd adulation, resulting from the feeding of the 5000.  He had wanted to spend time with his disciples since the news of John the Baptist’s beheading at the beginning of chapter 14.  Look back at chapters 14 and 15 for the sequence of events.

· How would you sum up what the general public thought of Jesus from this text?

· Compare Jesus’ response to Peter in this gospel with the other accounts (Mark 8 v 27 – 30 and Luke 9 v 28 – 20).  What do we gain from Matthew’s version?

· Why do you think Jesus changed Peter’s name rather than that of any of the other disciples?  And why at this point?

· If you had to explain to someone what Peter is being given at this point (other than a new name!), what would you say?

· Why do you think Jesus asks his friends not to say anything?

· This passage is a turning point in all three synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark & Luke).  Can you think of reasons why this is?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. What can we learn from Jesus’ journey into ‘pagan’ areas?  Where are such areas today and how can we live/travel in them?
2. What importance do you attach to your own name?  Is it the one you were born with?  Tell your own story about your name to the group.  If you could change it, what would it be?  If you were to be called something that described your potential Christian discipleship, what would that be?

3. Make a list of what we can learn from Peter.  In this story, and from what you can remember from the gospels as a whole.

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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