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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 15 v 21 – 28                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Share experiences of dog-ownership and the types of dogs you have known. Have a guess at how many dog breeds there are altogether and then discover the actual answer.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Ever since the beginning of chapter 14 Jesus has wanted some peace and quiet to spend time with his disciples alone.  Look back for a reminder of the reason.  What other reasons may he have had for wanting to get out of Galilee?

· Consult a Bible map to see where Tyre and Sidon are located.  Find out what you can about the ancient territory of Phoenicia.
· v 23 – 24 Was Jesus being rude do you think?  Or just focussed on his own mission to the Jews?  Or deliberately provocative?

· Jesus was not ministering in this Gentile area, so how would the woman have known about him?  By calling Jesus ‘Son of David’, what was she doing?

· The word for ‘dog’ here means a small, pet dog – does this soften the impact of what Jesus says on us?

· What else would we want to say that the woman had as well as faith?

· The woman is rewarded because Jesus had no reason to carry out the healing other than his own desire to respond to her.  Imagine what it might have been like to be this woman and how she felt at the end of this encounter.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Jesus’ need to escape the crowds in Galilee has led him to ‘foreign’ Gentile territory. Share how you find peace and quiet yourself AND what can be helpful about leaving your own area from time to time.
2. What can we learn from the woman in this story?  Write a thank you letter to her.
3. How do you, as a Gentile, react now to this story?  Are there other Gospel passages that are helpful in thinking about Jesus’ relationship with people beyond Judaism?
4. What sorts of people are ignored in our own society? How can we make sure that particular groups or individuals are not excluded from church life today?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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