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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 14 v 13 – 21
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Share experiences of being in boats – big ones and little ones... Have you ever been frightened in one?  Or fallen out of one?  

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· This is the third important piece of narrative in chapter 14.  Check out what the previous two were and what has happened immediately before this passage.

· v 23  Explore for yourselves the desire of Jesus to be alone.  Can you understand this in this context?

· The 4th watch of the night by Roman reckoning was between 3 and 6am (the Jews only had 3 watches).  Is the time relevant to the story do you think?

· Jewish superstition said that disaster followed seeing a ghost at night.  What other factors would have led to the disciples fear?  How afraid would you have been?!

· v 28  How much courage and trust does Peter demonstrate here?

· What might Jesus have been feeling in verses 28 – 31?

· Does v 32 remind you of anything?

· Look up Psalm 89 v 9.  How good an illustration of this story is this OT verse?

· Luke doesn’t have this story but compare the accounts in Mark 6 v 47 – 51 and John 6 v 16 – 21.  What is missing in the other two?  Why might this be?  What does the account in Matthew give to the Christian community that the others don’t?

· You may like to read to the end of the chapter in Matthew to finish things off.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. What can we learn about work/life balance from the two stories about Jesus in Matthew chapter 14?  And the need for quiet prayer?
2. Think of other Bible stories where people are afraid.  Should the disciples have been frightened here?  After such a demonstration of the power of Jesus on the hillside?  How can our faith help us when we are afraid?
3. Construct a sermon outline for a preacher using Psalm 89 v 9, Matthew 14 v 25 – 31 and Hebrews 12 v 2.

Optional Exercise:  Compose an email from one of the disciples to a friend telling her about Peter’s adventure on this occasion.
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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