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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 11 v 16 – 19, 25 – 30 

(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

What ‘burdens’ do people carry today?  Make a list of as many as possible.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look back to verse 1 of chapter 11 for the context of these verses.  You may find it beneficial to read all of the 15 verses that come before the study passages.

· How do you react to the picture of children described in verses 16 and 17?

· On what occasions might people play the flute and dance, or sing a dirge and mourn?

· Do verses 18 – 19 help explain the preceding two verses?

· Although the Lectionary does not include verses 20 – 24, you may like to read them. Does the content of verse 20 help explain what Jesus was saying directly beforehand?

· v 25  Why might Jesus praise God for hiding things from the wise but revealing them to little children?  And who are the children that Jesus refers to, do you think?

· Does verse 27 seem to take away free will?

· v 28  Do you think Jesus was thinking of the burdens of life generally or, more specifically, was he thinking of the religious burdens imposed on people by the Pharisees and religious leaders/

· v 29 – 30  Find a picture of a yoke on the internet and see how it helps you understand what Jesus is saying here.  Again, is Jesus comparing his load to that of the Pharisees?  If so, how is the yoke of Jesus different?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. If the Jews failed to respond to John the Baptist who announced repentance and also to Jesus who prioritised celebration, what might reach people today?  Should we preach repentance or praise?

2. What things do we feel are hidden from us?  What do you want to ask God when you get to heaven?!  (Perhaps discuss in pairs first and then share in the larger group)

3. How practically can we take the yoke of Jesus upon us?  What will this mean in terms of a. cost to ourselves  b. a lightening of burdens?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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