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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 10 v 40 – 42
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Have a brainstorm on what the word ‘reward’ makes you think of.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· As this is only a very short passage, you might like to read from the first verse of the chapter – especially as it gives the full context.

· v 40  Think about what this meant for the disciples at the time.  What are the implications of what Jesus is saying?

· What do you think verse 41 means?  You may like to consult a commentary!

· v 42  Who are the ‘little ones’?  

As there are only 3 verses in this Lectionary text, this study gives more application questions than usual.  Choose which ones you want to answer or explore all of them! *
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. If God was/is in Jesus, and Jesus is in us, then God must be in us.  Discuss the implications of this for your daily life.
2. What ‘rewards’ are available to us as Christians?  Think widely.  Explore the extent to which we do things (Christian or otherwise) for a reward.  Can we attract others to the Christian faith by emphasising rewards to be gained do you think?

3. What reward do you think is meant by Jesus in verse 42?  Does this verse have relevance for us nowadays, or was it just something that applied at the time?

4. How does the talk of rewards in this passage square up with our belief that salvation is by faith and not by works?  There is an interesting article about faith and works to be found on the website www.gotquestions.org – type ‘Is salvation by faith alone?’ into their search box.
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
*Optional Exercise:

Michael Green in ‘The Message of Matthew’ (Bible Speaks Today series) says that the mission charge given to the disciples in Matthew 10 (i.e. the whole chapter) can be summarised by saying, ‘Disciples are called to see, to care, to pray, to receive, and to go.’ Not necessarily in that order, the writer thinks!  Spend a little time exploring which verses go with which of these instructions and decide whether you agree with him. If not, how would you summarise the chapter.                                                                                                                
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