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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 10 v 24 – 39  
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

What does the word ‘peace’ mean to you?  Brainstorm ideas and associations.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· The context of these verses is important.  Look back at verses 1 – 5 to see whom Jesus is speaking to.  You may like to read the whole of the chapter up until verse 24.

· v 26 – who is the ‘them’ in the first sentence? How does this sentence relate to verses 24 & 25?

· v 26 – 31  – how would you sum up the content of these verses?

· v 34 – look up references to God giving peace: Isaiah 9 v 6, Luke 2 v 14, John 14 v 27.  

How should we reconcile these texts with the verse here?  If you need help, read the quote given below.

· v 35 & 36 – this is a quote from Micah 7 v 6 if you want to look this up.

· v 38 – this is the first mention of the cross in Matthew’s Gospel.  What is the essential thing

that Jesus is saying in verses 38 and 39?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. The phrase ‘Do not be afraid’ occurs here 3 times.  What strategies do we personally employ to conquer fear, and do these verses help?

2. What sort of peace do we want for ourselves?  Does it include an allowance for conflict?*

3. Our society talks a lot about finding meaning, identity and purpose for ourselves.  How, in practice, do we lose our lives for Jesus in order to find them again?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Optional further questions:

Is it OK to have any sort of secret?

A mother of 3 daughters told her minister that she was unable to say the commitment prayer in the Covenant service because she couldn’t say she loved God more than her husband or children.  How might the minister have replied?

Optional further suggestion:

* Write a prayer that asks for peace in the light of this passage.

From ‘NIV Study Bible notes:

“It is true that Christ came to bring peace – peace between the believer and God, and peace among people.  Yet the inevitable result of Christ’s coming is conflict – between Christ and the anti-Christ, between light and darkness, between Christ’s children and the devil’s children.  This conflict can occur even between members of the same family.”
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