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BIBLE STUDY on Luke 24 v 13 – 35     
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Think of all the resurrection appearances of Jesus that you can.  There are between ten and sixteen depending on what is included.  Interesting lists can be found online.
Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look back at chapter 24 v 1 – 12 to be sure what day is being talked about.

· What do we know about the identity of these two disciples?  (Consult verses 9, 18, 33)

· Consult a Bible map to see the relative positions of Jerusalem and Emmaus.  How long would it take to walk 7 miles, do you think?

· v 16  Does this mean that God intervened in some way?

· v 17  Luke, the gospel writer, wasn’t present – yet he gives realistic detail here.  

· v 19  Explore whether Jesus has been downgraded in his followers’ eyes – from Messiah to merely Prophet – because of his untimely and degrading end.

· v 21  What do you think is packed in to “we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel”?  People believed that the soul left the body on the 3rd day so this was an important milestone in the death process.  But was it the third day?

· v 22 – 24  This account sounds as though it was a complete surprise that Jesus’ body had disappeared.  Yet Jesus had predicted his resurrection several times.*  Why were the disciples and followers so lacking in either understanding or faith?  Have a think about this question and then see whether Luke 18 v 31 – 34 helps at all.

· v 25 – 26  Try putting this mild telling off from Jesus into contemporary language.

· v 27  ‘Moses and the Prophets’ i.e. the whole of the Old Testament Scriptures.

· v 28 – 29  Think about how the two people were feeling at this point....

· v 33  ...and think about their motivation in walking the 7 miles all over again!

· v 34  This appearance to Simon Peter is only mentioned here.

*Optional task: Look up these references in Matthew where Jesus is quite clear about what is going to happen – chapter 16 v 21, 20 v 19, 26 v 32.  And then there is the evidence of the religious leaders who seemed to know what Jesus had said – chapter 27 v 63.
Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   

1. From this passage, consider the 3 groups of people to whom Jesus appeared on the first Easter Day.  What does the choice of people tell you about who was worthy to have this unique experience?  How worthy do you feel to receive special attention from Jesus?
2. What does verse 30 tell us about the importance of ‘breaking bread’ with other Christians?  Discuss your church’s practice of eating/taking communion together – does it enable people to recognise Jesus?

3. Optional: Construct an act of worship around this story (maybe in 2s or 3s).

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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