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BIBLE STUDY on John 4 v 5 – 42  
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Make a list of as many different uses of water as you can.  Then underline the ones that would apply to biblical times.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look at verses 1 – 4 for the context, perhaps asking why Jesus felt that he had to go through Samaria (Jews generally went round the outside because of the hostility between the two races)?

· Sychar was near Shechem.  Consult a map of the Bible.  Genesis 33 v 18 – 19 relates that Jacob bought some land in the vicinity and this was apparently given to Joseph in Genesis 48 v 21 – 22.  
· The sixth hour was 12 noon.  
· v 11  The present well was cleared out in the 1930’s and found to be 138 ft deep. That’s a bit shorter than ¾ of Nelson’s column!  Wikipedia has paintings and photos.

· v 15  Like Nicodemus (chapter 3 v 4), the woman misunderstands Jesus.  Is she simply being unintelligent?

· v 16 – 26  Read the exchange in these verses and then discuss why Jesus introduced the non-existent husband. [We know that Jews only accepted 2 or 3 divorces.]

· v 20 ‘This mountain’ was Mount Gerizim.  See what you can find out about the historical arguments about worship between Jews and Samaritans.

· v 21 – 24  Try and summarise what Jesus is saying here.

· v 25  The Samaritans were expecting the Messiah to be a teacher.

· v 27  Why do you think the disciples were surprised?

· v 28 – 33  What does the reaction of a. the woman b. the disciples say about them and what has happened?

· v 34 – 38   Another opportunity for a summary of what Jesus is saying!

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
This is a long passage and there are many things that could be picked up for discussion.  

Choose from these:
1. With reference to verses 7 – 15, what is the ‘living water’ that Jesus offers?

2. ‘Welling up’ in verse 14 could be translated ‘Leaping up’ – it has a dynamic, energetic meaning.  Compare this to what Jesus says in John 10 v 10 and ask yourselves whether you have experience life like this?  If not, what can you do about it?
3. What does this passage say to you about gender equality?

4. What does it mean to ‘worship the Father in spirit and in truth’?

5. What can we learn about evangelism from verses 28 – 42?

6. Do you think this encounter was accidental or planned by Jesus in advance?  How does your answer affect your thoughts about your own ‘chance’ encounters?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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