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BIBLE STUDY on John 3 v 1 – 17   
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Go round the group sharing thoughts that come into your head when you hear the phrase ‘being born again’.  How many different things do you come up with?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· If members of the group are unsure about the nature of the Sanhedrin or about what it meant to be a Pharisee, then some research could be conducted. The Jewish Virtual Library website has articles on both. 
· Why do you think Nicodemus chose the night-time for seeing Jesus?

· v 2  Do you think Nicodemus is being sincere here?

· v 3  And does Jesus’ reply to him answer the question?

· v 4  Is Nicodemus being deliberately stupid do you think?  
Or is he genuinely confused?

· Have a go at summarising what Jesus is saying in verses 5 – 8.

· Who do you think the ‘we’ is in verse 11?

· If you are interested in the use of the term ‘Son of Man’ – there is a lengthy article on Wikipedia which covers ancient and Old Testament use as well as the use of the phrase in the gospels.

· The story of Moses and the snake is in Numbers 21. Jesus is referring to verses 8 – 9.

· As John 3 v 16 is such a familiar verse, try writing it out in your own words.
Optional exercise:  Draft a script for a contemporary drama or sketch based on this encounter.

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
1. Discuss what you would say to someone who asks how they can be born again.  Would you refer to this passage?  

2. Look again at the conversation and explore what we can learn from Nicodemus.  
You may like to look up the other references to this Pharisee in John 7 v 45 – 51 and John 19 v 39 – 42.

3. With reference to verses 15 and 16, what do you think Jesus meant by ‘eternal life’?  How important to you is this ‘reward’ of the Christian faith?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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