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BIBLE STUDY on John 20 v 19 – 31    
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Ask people in advance to look up references to Thomas.  Then bring to the group adjectives to describe him.  (Luke 6 v 15; John 11v 16; 14 v 5; 21 v 2; Acts 1 v 13 – 14, as well as this current passage).

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· v 19  Separate this verse out into its five constituent phrases and comment on each one.  Note that the description ‘the Jews’ is used by John over 70 times – sometimes favourably, sometimes neutrally, but mostly (as here) about the Jewish leaders who were hostile to Jesus.

· ‘Peace be with you’ was (and is) a normal middle Eastern greeting.  See Wikipedia on the Arabic phrase ‘As-Salamu Alaykum’.
· Before you read verse 20, think about the mixture of emotions that the disciples must have had.  Make a list.

· v 21  Think about how the peace of Jesus is different from ordinary peace.  You may like to consult chapter 14 v 27.

· Do verses 21 and 22 make you think of any other Bible passages?

· What do you make of verse 23?  See the Study Bible quote at the end of this study.

· v 24 raises one or two interesting questions.  Can you think of any?  Note that ‘Didymus’ means ‘twin’.

· Compose an email from Thomas to his twin (male or female?) sent after v 25 and then again after v 29.

· Thomas’ statement in v 28 is the ultimate expression of faith.  Relate it to v 31.

· Who do you think Jesus means in v 29?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. What does ‘Peace’ mean to us today?  How should we ask for the peace of Jesus?
2. Do we talk enough in our churches about a. Sending (v 21) and b. Receiving the Holy Spirit (v 22)?  Discuss how the two are connected and what difference this should make to us.
3. With reference to verses 30 and 31, what Bible stories would you choose to help explain Christianity to someone and to try and foster belief?  Choose six.
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer. 

Quote from the NIV Study Bible
‘God does not forgive people’s sins because we do so, nor does he withhold forgiveness because we do.  Rather, those who proclaim the gospel are in effect forgiving or not forgiving sins, depending on whether the hearers accept or reject Jesus Christ.’
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