Hymn on the Gospel of Matthew

Tune is ‘Regent Square’ set to no. 14 in ‘Singing the Faith’ 

(Also no. 13 in ‘Hymns & Psalms’  - set as second tune for ‘Praise my soul, the king of heaven’)
Matthew’s Gospel is a treasure
written by a Jew for Jews.

Organised and highly structured
drawn from Mark and using Q*.

Adding in his own material – 

as to method, we find clues:

Like the Torah’s five divisions,
Genesis to Numbers bound,
teaching blocks are five in number – 
each prophetic and profound.

Jesus gives the crucial message:
If life lost – God’s kingdom found.

Teaching interspersed with action
illustrating what is taught.

Healings, miracles and wonders
giving us much food for thought.

Twelve disciples, no less thoughtful,
life and power were what they sought.

Jesu’s power came from his Father – 

Spirit filled from day to day.

Temple leaders did not like it,
wanted Jesus gone away.

They were threatened, they were frightened,
what if God had come to stay?

Death became a real prospect
as the teaching came to pall.

Trial, torture, crucifixion;
Matthew details cross and gall.

Then he tells of resurrection,

final words – good news for ALL!

*Q is the name given to source material used by both Matthew and Luke.
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