 EXTRA RESOURCE: Monologue for Easter Sunday  (Matthew’s version of events)

She came back changed.  
She went to the tomb one person and came back another. 
It was Jesus of course that did it.
And he’d changed her before...
when he got rid of the demons.
They had tormented her for years...
we had thought our sister could never be happy, 
never be sorted, never be – well – normal.
And then she met Jesus.
And the demons met Jesus.
“Go”, he said.  And they went.  They just went.
Mary was healed and peaceful and we didn’t have to worry about her anymore.
I’m not sure she became ‘normal’ though.
With other women, she started following Jesus around,
looking after the practical needs of him and his disciples.
Of course, the women were learning things too –
Truth to tell, they were just as much disciples as the men.

Pause

And then Jesus got crucified.  
Yes, you heard me right – crucified.
Mary was completely devastated.
Well, we all were.
How could a good man like that, who was no threat to anyone, 
be arrested and put to death like a common criminal?
That was criminal if you ask me.
It was worse for Mary.
She’d loved him, of course.
But yet – it was a different sort of love than with an ordinary man.
Her grief was worse than if she’d lost a lover.
You see – Jesus had given her purpose and hope.
Now that was all gone and it felt as though everything had all been for ... nothing.

Pause

Mary and the other women had stayed with Jesus to the end.
Mary had supported Jesus’ mother as they watched him die on the cross.
I couldn’t have done that.
She helped get the body down…
…and then, my sister and Mary (that’s the mother of James) followed…
they saw Nicodemus (one of the Pharisees) 
bury Jesus in his own tomb.
All the two Marys wanted to do was to anoint the body with oil and spices,
to demonstrate their love one last time…
but they had to wait until Sabbath was over.  
So early on the Sunday morning, Mary and Mary went back to the tomb – 
and got the shock of their lives!
The stone was rolled away, the guards were unconscious, there were signs of an earthquake – just at that spot!
To cap it all, they saw an angel – I can’t believe I am saying this! – 
sitting, yes sitting, on top of the stone.
The angel told them that Jesus was risen…
that they could look inside the tomb…
that they should go and tell the disciples…
that they should all go back to Galilee…

Pause

The most amazing thing of all, was that as they came away, 
Jesus himself met and spoke to them!
Mary told me that they just fell on their knees
and hung onto his feet.
Jesus said what the angel said:
to tell the disciples to go back to Galilee…
that he would meet them there…

Pause as reflects…

Mary went to the tomb one person and came back another.
She came back so full of joy and new life.
The purpose and hope were there again – in abundance.
I couldn’t help but be joyful too...
…if this catches on, why, it might set the world alight...
….we might all be changed!
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EXTRA RESOURCE: Analysis of the four gospel accounts of the resurrection (1)


MATTHEW

Matthew 28 v 1 – 10 

Women

Mary Magdalene & ‘The other Mary’ (Mary, mother of James & Joseph see 27 v 56).

In/at the Tomb

An Angel.

Afterwards

Jesus meets them and they worship him.

Other

There has been an Earthquake, the guards become ‘like dead men’.


MARK

Mark 16 v 1 – 8 

Women

Mary Magdalene, Mary, mother of James (one of the disciples) and Salome.

In/at the Tomb

A young man.

Afterwards

They are bewildered and afraid and just run home.

Other

This is the shortest account with what seems like an unfinished ending.
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EXTRA RESOURCE: Analysis of the four gospel accounts of the resurrection (2)


LUKE

Luke 24 v 1 – 12 

Women

‘The Women’ (v 1) – but later (v 10) Mary Magdalene, Joanna & Mary, the mother of James.

In/at the Tomb

Two men in shining clothes.

Afterwards

They go and tell the disciples.

Other

The women are not believed but Peter goes by himself to view the empty tomb.


JOHN

John 20 v 1 – 10 and v 11 – 18 

Women

Mary Magdalene

In/at the Tomb

It is empty.

Afterwards

Mary runs to tell Peter and John who go to the tomb.

Other

Mary stays in the garden and meets Jesus.  She tells the disciples “I have seen the Lord!”
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