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INFORMATION: There is an excellent monologue based on the Lectionary reading in the book ‘Pattern of our Days’ edited by the late Kathy Galloway (Wild Goose Publications).
The writer has performed it in worship on many occasions and it can be very powerful for both performer/reader and congregation. 

A short follow-up talk might focus on the stages the disciples and Peter went through on the boat: 

Staying in the boat – most of the disciples, they were not reprimanded by Jesus, it was ok.
Getting out of the boat – impulsive Peter, took a risk, brave (and foolhardy?  Or not??)
Walking on the water – Peter was literally riding the waves, doing well, feeling great (?)
Beginning to sink – Oh no!  Peter took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the waves and the wind, everything worrying/terrifying.
Being rescued by Jesus – Jesus was immediately there, reaching out, helping Peter, saving him from drowning. 

Notes on Romans 10 v 5 – 9

Moses writes this concerning the righteousness that comes from the law: ‘that the person who does these things will live by them.’  v 5

Paul is quoting Leviticus 18 v 5 where God instructs the Israelites to obey the Law.  However, Paul is implying that to earn your way into ‘righteousness’ (salvation) you must obey every law, all the time.  A tall order!

But the righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?”’ (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 ‘or “Who will descend into the abyss?”’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  v 6 – 7 

Paul is reinterpreting Deuteronomy 30 v 12 – 13.  In the original verses the Israelites are told that they don’t have to go up to heaven or across to the other side of the sea to access God’s word. Paul is saying to his recipients that they equally don’t have to go up to bring Christ down, or to go down to bring Christ up (this is a clever piece of writing). In other words, they don’t have to perform an impossible feat (or obey every law all the time presumably) in order to find salvation.

But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);  because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. v 8 – 9 

Again, Paul is quoting Deuteronomy 30, this time verse 14.  He is applying the Old Testament message that the ‘word’ – for Paul, this is faith in Jesus for salvation – is already with us. There is no need to strive, or search, or think it doesn’t apply to you, the message of Jesus is already in our hearts and can be proclaimed with our lips.

For reference

Leviticus 18 v 5: You shall keep my statutes and my ordinances; by doing so one shall live…

Deuteronomy 30 v 12 – 13: It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who 
will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’  

and 30 v 14: No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.
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