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There is an excellent script for 4 voices based on this passage in ‘Stages of the Way’ by 
Wild Goose Worship (easily available from sellers on the internet). 


The resource that follows – on page 2 – is an attempt to look at the temptations (and how they are resisted) in three different ways.  

The reader (or group leader or worship leader) can simply take the temptations at face value and explore how Jesus dealt with them.  OR the reader (or group leader or worship leader) can look at the wider perspective of what was going on for Jesus and why it was necessary for him to be tested at all.  OR the reader (or group leader or worship leader) can go on to ask in what ways are we faced by the same temptations – and how do we resist them??
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Suggested ways of looking at the 3 temptations 

A. Michael Green in ‘The Message of Matthew’ (Bible Speaks Today series)

“These temptations were messianic. They were uniquely appropriate to God’s Son, who had just received a clear vision of his mission. How was he to carry it out? How was he to lead people back to God? Was he to adopt the path of the conquering king or the suffering Servant? … To be sure, the temptations to be selfish, to opt for the sensational, and to compromise, come the way of all Christians, but they are recorded here so that we may witness the testing of God’s Son. Is his messiahship to be the slave of popular expectation? Or will he go to the cross to win the crown?”
(Michael Green pg 83)

B. Looking at the temptations from the point of view of Jesus

T1	To test Jesus as the Israelites were tested in the Wilderness: Deut. 8 v 1 – 3 
The Israelites failed again and again but Jesus wins through. He quotes v 3:
“one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.” (NRSVA)

	T2	To tempt Jesus to take the shortcut to Messiahship – and avoid the suffering.
		The devil’s argument here is that God will save Jesus anyway. Jesus answers by    
             	quoting Deut. 6 v 16:
		“Do not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah.” (Testing      
         	God at Massah recorded in Exodus 17 v 7). (NRSVA)

	T3	To tempt Jesus to compromise with the Devil and share the spoils. Jesus again
		answers from Deuteronomy 6 (v 13):
		“Fear the LORD your God, serve him only.” (NIV)

C. Looking at the temptations from the point of view of ourselves

T1	The temptation to act out of selfish self-interest rather than to trust God’s
faithful provision. 
Resistance: Trust in God’s faithfulness (Lamentations 3 v 22 – 23)

T2	The temptation to avoid suffering and /or difficult situations by taking the easy
way (cf the ‘wide gate’ and ‘broad road’ of Matt. 7 v 13 and/or declining to take the ‘road less travelled’ (‘The road not taken’ poem by Robert Frost;  ‘The road less travelled’ book by M. Scott Peck)
	Resistance: Follow the narrow path (Matthew 7 v 4)

T3	The temptation to put something else in the place of God (Money? Power? 
A Hero? Ourselves?)
Resistance: Keep God in charge – seek God’s kingdom first (Matthew 6 v 33)
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