EXTRA RESOURCE: Monologue ‘Faith bigger than a crumb’ (based on Matthew 15 v 21 – 28)


I wasn’t worried when the Canaanite woman approached Jesus.
After all, Jesus had been so good to us women,
treated us as equal to the men,
given us life, and freedom, and hope…
I felt sorry for the woman -
her daughter was obviously disruptive and difficult,
but her mother loved her,
wanted her healthy,
wanted a normal daughter.
I couldn’t understand it when Jesus ignored her!
I know us Jews don’t talk to foreigners but look how Jesus dealt with the centurions?
And I had heard about his long conversation with a woman from Samaria who he had chanced to meet at a well… that had had very productive consequences…
But, here in Phoenicia, a desperate woman pleading with Jesus -
was given a rough ride.
The woman persisted – I admired her for that –
and then Jesus said something really strange.
He said that food for children isn’t given to their pet dogs at the table.
Now, if that had been me, I would have run away in shame.
Wanted the ground to swallow me up.
Others might have got angry and kicked up a fuss.
But this lady gave a very clever answer.
She said that even the dogs got the crumbs!
She wanted a crumb
and had the faith to believe that a crumb would be enough.
That must have been faith because that woman had never heard Jesus say that all that is needed is faith as big as a mustard seed…
a mustard seed, a crumb, just a word from Jesus would be enough.
And that was all it took. 
We heard later that the daughter was healed at the same time Jesus said she would be.
Jesus commended the woman’s faith, bigger than a crumb (I thought)!
This conversation about food and crumbs gave us women food for thought. 
If those outside the Jewish faith can have great faith – then perhaps the message of Jesus is for other outsiders too…  and perhaps for the whole world?


Jacqui A Horton 2026
[image: Colorful text on a black background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
image1.png
1 think.
180 worship.
J extira.




