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Alternative/Additional Reflection for Worship Sheet by Jen Woodfin 

The heading for the last few verses of Matthew chapter 9 is ‘The Harvest is great, the labourers few’(NRSV). Of course, my first thought was that that seemed a very familiar cry today.  
Jesus did not limit his travelling to the cities where, perhaps, he would have had the opportunity to make the biggest impact to the most people. He visited villages in remote areas with just a few people. He wasn’t just interested in teaching the ‘great and the good’ but to everyone, wherever they lived, in their own synagogues and with whatever status they had in society.  Jesus healed many people of physical illnesses but it was the crowds’ mental and spiritual welfare that caused him to have compassion for them. He realised that there was a great need for people to have spiritual instruction and encouragement and yet, it seemed, there were few people to give it. So, the disciples are exhorted to pray for people to do so. In the following chapter the disciples are given the authority to heal the sick and send out demons. The answer to prayer starts with themselves.
So, what can we learn from this passage? We need to search out the lost, those who are more remote in their place in society. Everyone has a need for spiritual encouragement. We could look around and think there aren’t enough people to offer that, that there aren’t enough labourers. But the Holy Spirit is here to help us. No, we may not be able to travel anymore, we may not be able to stand up and preach. But we can live our lives in a way that shows Jesus’s compassion and love. We can pray, we can be open about our faith and tell people what it means to us. 
In these ways, however small, we can be labourers in the name of Jesus. 


Deacon Jen Woodfin (written for the Central Norfolk Circuit in 2023)
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