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Chapter 21

Verses 1 – 11 	Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

Jesus rides as the Messiah into the city – but on a colt of a donkey, not a war horse.  Jesus has been preparing his disciples for what is to come and teaching them about the nature of his Messiahship.  Now, the last week of Jesus’ life begins.

Verses 12 – 27 	First indications of the final clash with the religious leaders

Jesus turns over the tables of the money-changers in the Temple and the chief priests and the scribes begin to get angry.

The interlude with the fig-tree is an enacted parable: the plant was a long-standing symbol of the nation of Israel (like the vine) and Jesus is, in effect, declaring the nation of Israel to be barren – with only nominal religion and superficial religious practice.

Jesus is challenged on whose authority he is acting – he avoids answering because arrest might come too early in the week. Instead, he asks his questioners about John – who was accepted by the people as a great prophet. The religious leaders cannot answer without provoking the crowd.

Verses 28 – 46	The first two ‘Parables of Controversy’

The Parable of the Two Sons is a clearcut story in which the religious leaders are criticised for taking no true action in serving God and the Jewish religios.  The vineyard owner (God) asks his two sons to work in the vineyard (Israel).  The first son (representing the leaders of the people) professed to look after the vineyard but, in fact, did not.  The second son (representing those who had repented and received John’s baptism) had looked as though they were not obeying but their lives were being transformed and they were open to the message of Jesus.

Of interest: the door is not yet closed for the religious leaders.

‘(There is) a last chance for Israel, in the goodness of God. If he waited for the (prostitutes) and tax collectors to repent and believe, and they had responded, might the priests not follow suit? The arms of divine mercy are still open.’
‘The Message of Matthew’ by Michael Green

The Parable of the Wicked Servants is also clearcut, but this story is much more multi-layered.  It is quite clear that the religious elite are the tenants, the vineyard is Israel, the servants are the prophets, and the son is Jesus (foretelling his own demise).  It is also quite clear that the tenants have shown no loyalty to the landowner (i.e. God).  God had given Israel their nationhood and their land, he had given them their Temple and their religion, he had given them favour and protection BUT the leaders had treated the people, the prophets, and now John and Jesus, extremely badly and had therefore refused to repay the absolute trust that God had put in them.

Of interest: Jesus draws on well-known Old Testament verses (Psalm 118 v 22 – 23) in verse 42. In verse 43, he alludes to the earlier fig-tree episode and in verse 44, he refers to Isaiah 8 v 14 – 15.

‘(Firstly) in Psalm 118 v 22 it is Israel that is exalted as the stone the builders (the nations) rejected and which has nevertheless become the capstone. Jesus turns that claim upside down. This time it is Israel that does the rejecting: he is the capstone they have refused. Secondly, people would never be able to forget this teaching, for Psalm 118 was sung at all the great festivals.’
‘The Message of Matthew’ by Michael Green
Chapter 22

Verses 1 – 14	The third ‘Parables of Controversy’

The Parable of the Wedding Feast is the third in this short series of parables aimed at the religious leadership. Michael Green says that having accused the leaders of no action (1st parable) and of no loyalty (2nd parable), Jesus addresses them head on and tells them that they have lost their place in the Kingdom of God. They have lost it through their own refusal and their own intransigence. The refusal of the original wedding guests to accept the King’s generous invitation results in an invitation to the feast to all and sundry – here is another hint, in this Jewish Gospel, that the result of the ministry of Jesus will be evangelistic mission to the world.

Of interest (1): Matthew seems to be using the Jewish ‘pesher’ method whereby he interweaves with the story, the application he has seen in his own day. Verse 6 describes what had happened to Christian evangelists in the decades that had intervened between the time of Jesus and the time that the Gospel was written. Verse 7 seems to describe the fall of Jerusalem when it was burned and destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD.

Of interest (2): The unfortunate man who had no wedding clothes seems to have been hard done by. But, commentators agree that not only did the king provide the feast, but also the special festal garments for them to wear. This one man obviously thought his own clothes were good enough and he suffered the consequences.

‘The man who scorned his host’s provision of wedding clothes insulted the host and showed personal complacency. His best was good enough for God! And God says that it is not. The king in the story has the man thrown out. God will do the same to anyone who relies on his own fancied goodness to gain entry into the kingdom.’
‘The Message of Matthew’ by Michael Green


This overview of this chapter (and a bit) draws on the wisdom and knowledge of Dr. Michael Green in his book ‘The Message of Matthew’ published by Inter-Varsity Press in their Bible Speaks Today series 1988 & 2000.

image1.png
1 think.
180 worship.
J extira.




