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BIBLE STUDY on Matthew 25 v 1 – 13
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Share experiences of being unprepared.  When did you fail to have something with you that you needed?

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· This is right at the end of Jesus’ life.  Look back at chapter 24 where Jesus has been talking about signs of the end of the age.  Chapter 25 describes the last three parables that Jesus tells in Matthew’s Gospel.  Each of them forms the set gospel passage for the last 3 weeks of the Lectionary year.

· The ten virgins were presumably bridesmaids who were attending the bride and awaiting the arrival of the groom.  Although traditional paintings of this parable show lamps (e.g. see the one by William Blake on Wikipedia headed ‘The parable of the ten virgins’), their lamps may have been torches that were lit by soaking rags in olive oil.  Find out what you can about Jewish weddings and bridesmaids.  
· The rag-soaked torches would have needed a lot of oil and would have needed frequent replenishing.  The trimming would have involved the charred ends of the rags being cut off and fresh oil applied.  Do you have sympathy for the 5 girls without enough oil?  Try and put yourselves in their position.

· Find the 4 times in chapter 24 in which Jesus says that no-one knows when the hour will come and that it will come unexpectedly.  Does the final verse in the study passage today (v 13) sum up the meaning of the parable, do you think?

· Look online for images or pictures of the parable (there are a lot!) and choose which one you would use to illustrate a sermon on either a screen or a service sheet.  

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. What is it about weddings that lend themselves to parables?  [You may like to think of other parables that use the wedding setting.]  Are weddings just as important now as they were to the Jews in the first century?  And do people still need to be prepared?
2. See if you can re-tell this parable in a contemporary format – the setting may be entirely different.  [If you have enough people, you could do this in 2 groups and act out your versions to each other.]  How do we ‘keep watch’ in today’s society?  And what do we need to make sure we have with us?
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to take away with you.  Then move into prayer.
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Today is Remembrance Sunday and this is marked in our opening worship.

Call to Worship

‘Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations’   Psalm 90 v 1a  (NRSVA)
Hymn StF 132 ‘O God our help in ages past’ by Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)

Psalm set for Remembrance: Psalm 46

Opening Prayers

Hold your own 2 minute silence.  
Remember all those who have died in war, those who are still suffering because of war and conflict, pray for peace in your home, in your community, in your country, in the world.

Hymn StF 707 ‘Make me a channel of your peace’ by Sebastian Temple (1928 – 1997) 

Gospel Reading set for today: Matthew 25 v 1 – 13
To think about
Which group of bridesmaids would you be in?  The ones that were fully prepared and had thought ahead or those who had not got everything with them that they should have? 

Reflection  
Chapters 21 – 25 of Matthew’s Gospel are very interesting!  Ever since Jesus rode into the Temple courtyard in Jerusalem on the Sunday, the Jewish leaders have been questioning his authority, having to deal with parables which are obviously aimed at themselves and testing Jesus through difficult questions. Jesus then – in chapter 23 – has a real go at the leadership directly, criticising their religious practice, their lack of true religious heart, their failure to recognise him as God’s Son. This all leads into a period of teaching for the disciples – particularly about future judgement and the ‘end times’. Finally, as the time for everything to come to a head draws very near, Jesus tells another 3 parables (chapter 25) – aimed at those who have ‘ears to hear’. Today’s passage is the first of these and it is a story that can be easily imagined.  There is a wedding, a waiting time for the groom, ten young ladies – some of whom are prepared with oil for their lamps and some of whom are not. What were the unprepared ones thinking of?? Were they chatting, daydreaming, nodding off?  If this were today, would they be focussed on their mobile phones?!  Be all that as it may, they miss out, to their own distress.  Those who were watchful and prepared gain all they may have wished for. What do we take from this? Jesus intended his listeners to resolve to be watchful, to stay awake metaphorically, to be prepared for himself when he returns to receive those who are expecting him. What will we resolve to do as a result?

Hymn StF 741 ‘We pray until the hour’ by Charles Wesley adapted by Norman Wallwork (b 1946)

Sing to the tune of 244 ‘blest are the pure in heart’ or 370 ‘Breathe on me breath of God’.

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

Hymn StF 706 ‘Longing for light, we wait in darkness’ by Bernadette Farrell (b 1957) 

Blessing

May the blessing of God: Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

EXTRA RESOURCE ON MATTHEW 25 v 1 – 13
EXERCISE for groups or individuals
In a group, divide into two groups with one group imagining that they are with the wise, prepared bridesmaids and the other that they are with the foolish, unprepared girls.

Think about what is going on for your group, what you are thinking, what you are feeling.  

Come back together as a larger group and share your findings.  [If there are willing people, a short role play could take placed between representatives from each group.]

Then discuss/think about anything that has been learned from this exercise.

If you are on your own, think through what it would have been like to be with the wise girls first and then start again with the unprepared bridesmaids.

Then think about anything that has been learned from this exercise.
If you are using this in worship, split the congregation in two and, after getting them to think for a moment or two, ask one side for thoughts about what was going on for those who were prepared, and then the other side, about what was going on for the unprepared.

Perhaps conclude with listening to the reading being read again.

