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BIBLE STUDY on John 4 v 5 – 42  
(For group use or adapted for individual use)
Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Make a list of as many different uses of water as you can.  Then underline the ones that would apply to biblical times.

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· Look at verses 1 – 4 for the context, perhaps asking why Jesus felt that he had to go through Samaria (Jews generally went round the outside because of the hostility between the two races)?

· Sychar was near Shechem.  Consult a map of the Bible.  Genesis 33 v 18 – 19 relates that Jacob bought some land in the vicinity and this was apparently given to Joseph in Genesis 48 v 21 – 22.  
· The sixth hour was 12 noon.  
· v 11  The present well was cleared out in the 1930’s and found to be 138 ft deep. That’s a bit shorter than ¾ of Nelson’s column!  Wikipedia has paintings and photos.

· v 15  Like Nicodemus (chapter 3 v 4), the woman misunderstands Jesus.  Is she simply being unintelligent?

· v 16 – 26  Read the exchange in these verses and then discuss why Jesus introduced the non-existent husband. [We know that Jews only accepted 2 or 3 divorces.]

· v 20 ‘This mountain’ was Mount Gerizim.  See what you can find out about the historical arguments about worship between Jews and Samaritans.

· v 21 – 24  Try and summarise what Jesus is saying here.

· v 25  The Samaritans were expecting the Messiah to be a teacher.

· v 27  Why do you think the disciples were surprised?

· v 28 – 33  What does the reaction of a. the woman b. the disciples say about them and what has happened?

· v 34 – 38   Another opportunity for a summary of what Jesus is saying!

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)   
This is a long passage and there are many things that could be picked up for discussion.  

Choose from these:
1. With reference to verses 7 – 15, what is the ‘living water’ that Jesus offers?

2. ‘Welling up’ in verse 14 could be translated ‘Leaping up’ – it has a dynamic, energetic meaning.  Compare this to what Jesus says in John 10 v 10 and ask yourselves whether you have experience life like this?  If not, what can you do about it?
3. What does this passage say to you about gender equality?

4. What does it mean to ‘worship the Father in spirit and in truth’?

5. What can we learn about evangelism from verses 28 – 42?

6. Do you think this encounter was accidental or planned by Jesus in advance?  How does your answer affect your thoughts about your own ‘chance’ encounters?

Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer.  
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Third Sunday in Lent  YEAR A
For use in connection with the gospel reading for the third Sunday in Lent.  

Call to Worship

‘By your cross and your life laid down you set your people free: we look to you to save and help us.’
(Traditional hymn and prayer of intercession) 

Hymn  ‘Let us sing to the God of salvation’ by Richard Bewes (b 1934) Tune is ‘Sing Hosanna’ Stf 76.
OR StF 57 ‘Let all the world in every corner sing’ by George Herbert (1593 – 1633)

Both these hymns are based on Psalm 95, the words for no. 1 are available at www.jubilate.co.uk.

Opening Prayer 

Psalm set for today: Psalm 95  

Gospel Reading set for today: John 4 v 5 – 42 
To think about

Take time to think about each of these people’s reactions to the situation they found themselves in on this occasion: Jesus, the woman, the disciples, the people of the town.

Reflect on whether this was a chance encounter or whether Jesus had planned it in advance.

Hymn  StF 365 ‘Jesu, the joy of loving hearts’ by Ray Palmer (1808 – 1887)
Reflection  (Glyn Constantine, March 2023)

There is so much about this passage beyond the message that the Good News Jesus brought was for everyone. It’s packed with detail. Where to begin? Firstly, have you ever wondered how the details of a private encounter became known to John? Have a quick look at Acts 8 v 14. I wonder if John met the woman on that visit, heard her testimony and was inspired by it?  Secondly it opens up a wealth of background biblical history and geography dating back to Jacob Joshua which helps us to understand this passage and others. Her town was in a valley between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerazim (the mountain referred to by the woman) where the blessings of God were read out (Joshua 8 v 30-35) and the people shouted Amen (So be it!!). Subsequently the history of the Israelites and Samaritan people was complex but they had good reason to be wary of the Jews who destroyed their shrine and towns around 150BC.  The passage is also the first lovely vignette where John brings an encounter to life and Jesus uses a metaphor to describe who he is which those listening fail to understand, “living water” here. Ch 6 “the bread of life”, Ch 9 “light of the world”, Ch 11 “resurrection and the life”.  To me however the real take home verses are v 29 “Come and see!!” and v 42 “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe for we have heard ourselves and we know that this indeed is the saviour of the world”. The value of real personal testimony and experience to those around us.

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world…  for the church…  for our local community…  for families & friends…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the Third Sunday in Lent

God who offers living water from a never-ending well: may we receive all that you have to offer us; causing us to overflow with your love, life, and goodness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.*

Hymn  StF 494 ‘Come, thou fount of every blessing’ by Robert Robinson (1735 – 1790)
Blessing

May the blessing of God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all those whom we love and care for, this day and for evermore. Amen.

* Jacqui A Horton 2026

EXTRA RESOURCE ON JOHN 4 v 5 – 42 
EXERCISE for groups or individuals
In a group, divide into five groups and ask each group to focus on one of the following:

· Jesus

· The woman

· The disciples

· The local residents

· Living Water
Spend 5 minutes or so, in the groups, discussing what can be learned about the allocated topic from the passage. 
Come back together as a larger group and share results.  Perhaps one person could have a go at summarising what can be learned in total (perhaps in chronological order). 
Then share any feedback from this exercise.
If you are on your own, take each subject in turn and think about what can be learned from each one, perhaps taking brief notes.  
Then reflect on what has been learned from the exercise.
If you are using this in worship, split the congregation roughly into five sections and, before the passage is read out loud, ask each section to note what is going on for their allocated subject during the story. 

Take brief feedback at the end of the reading, asking for reactions/responses. 

This will obviously take a little time but could well lead into a short reflection and end with an appropriate prayer or, perhaps, a reading of the story for a second time.


