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BIBLE STUDY on John 20 v 19 – 31    
(For group use or adapted for individual use)

Icebreaker  (to warm up)

Ask people in advance to look up references to Thomas.  Then bring to the group adjectives to describe him.  (Luke 6 v 15; John 11v 16; 14 v 5; 21 v 2; Acts 1 v 13 – 14, as well as this current passage).

Looking at the text  (for exploration and understanding)

· v 19  Separate this verse out into its five constituent phrases and comment on each one.  Note that the description ‘the Jews’ is used by John over 70 times – sometimes favourably, sometimes neutrally, but mostly (as here) about the Jewish leaders who were hostile to Jesus.

· ‘Peace be with you’ was (and is) a normal middle Eastern greeting.  See Wikipedia on the Arabic phrase ‘As-Salamu Alaykum’.

· Before you read verse 20, think about the mixture of emotions that the disciples must have had.  Make a list.

· v 21  Think about how the peace of Jesus is different from ordinary peace.  You may like to consult chapter 14 v 27.

· Do verses 21 and 22 make you think of any other Bible passages?

· What do you make of verse 23?  See the Study Bible quote at the end of this study.

· v 24 raises one or two interesting questions.  Can you think of any?  Note that ‘Didymus’ means ‘twin’.

· Compose an email from Thomas to his twin (male or female?) sent after v 25 and then again after v 29.

· Thomas’ statement in v 28 is the ultimate expression of faith.  Relate it to v 31.

· Who do you think Jesus means in v 29?

Applying it to ourselves  (for discussion)

1. What does ‘Peace’ mean to us today?  How should we ask for the peace of Jesus?
2. Do we talk enough in our churches about a. Sending (v 21) and b. Receiving the Holy Spirit (v 22)?  Discuss how the two are connected and what difference this should make to us.
3. With reference to verses 30 and 31, what Bible stories would you choose to help explain Christianity to someone and to try and foster belief?  Choose six.
Action  (for thinking about)

Take time, individually, to think of one action or thought or change in attitude that you are going to leave the group with.  Then move into prayer. 

Quote from the NIV Study Bible
‘God does not forgive people’s sins because we do so, nor does he withhold forgiveness because we do.  Rather, those who proclaim the gospel are in effect forgiving or not forgiving sins, depending on whether the hearers accept or reject Jesus Christ.’
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Sunday in the lectionary:  Second Sunday of Easter YEAR A
For use in connection with the readings for the Sunday after Easter Day.  

Call to Worship

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!
Hymn  StF 311 ‘The day of resurrection’ by St John of Damascus (C6/7th) trans by John Neale (1818 – 66)   

Opening Prayer 
Glory to you, O God: 

you raised Jesus from the grave, bringing us victory over death and giving us eternal life.

Glory to you, O Christ:

for us and for our salvation you overcame death and opened the gate to everlasting life.

Glory to you, O Holy Spirit:
you lead us into the truth and breathe new life into us.
Glory to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.*

Psalm set for today: Psalm 16

Gospel Reading set for today: John 20 v 19 – 31 
To think about

Thomas often gets a bad press (‘doubting Thomas’) – do you think this is fair?

Hymn  StF 303 ‘I know that my Redeemer lives’ by Samuel Medley (1738 – 1799) 

Reflection

One of the things that characterises John’s Gospel is the number of significant encounters between individuals and Jesus that the author records. Through Lent, we read about four such encounters: Nicodemus the Pharisee; the Samaritan woman by the well; the blind man by the roadside; Mary, Martha and Lazarus at a time of distress. Today’s reading tells of another significant encounter – this time with one of Jesus’ own disciples. It is only a short account but it is spread over the period of a week. It is almost as though Thomas was meant not to be present on the first evening when Jesus appeared on the day of resurrection to his friends. His absence set him up for what happened a week later – a special invitation to Thomas by Jesus that resulted in the first recorded declaration of worship of Jesus by a man, after his resurrection from the dead. [N.B. The first worship was offered by the women coming away from the tomb in Matthew 28 v 9.]  What do we learn from this story? That it is ok to want evidence to believe? That those who do not need evidence are particularly blessed (v 29)? That the perfect response to the risen Jesus is worship of the living God?

Prayers of Intercession and Lord’s Prayer

We pray for our world… for the church… for our community… for family & friends… for ourselves…

Say the Lord’s Prayer…

A New Collect for the second Sunday of Easter (Year A)

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus appeared in many ways to many people after his glorious resurrection: may we too know Jesus in his risen power, and may our response be one of pure worship to the one who now reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen.**

Hymn  StF 312 ‘The head that once was crowned with thorns’ by Thomas Kelly (1769 – 1855) 

Final Words

Alleluia! Go in joy and peace to love and serve the Lord: In the name of Christ. Alleluia!

* Used with permission. The Methodist Worship Book 1999 ©Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. The Methodist Church in Britain.
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EXTRA RESOURCE: Monologue for Easter 2  (based on John 20 v 19 – 31)
You ask me about Thomas?


Can I tell you about Tobias?  His twin brother?

Tobias is such a good lad…
he is always around the house…

He is always helping his mother…

In fact, I really depend on him…

Such a good boy…

Oh, Thomas?

Well, he’s here sometimes…

And he’s gone sometimes…

To tell you the truth, about 3 years ago,
he fell in with a new Teacher who was wandering around…
the Teacher was here sometimes, gone sometimes,
we never knew when Thomas was going to be back…

But then, we lost Thomas for a very long time
we heard word of course…
of Jesus the Teacher – and what was happening…
eventually, how he had been put to death.

Of course, we worried about Thomas,
(well, I was very worried)

But then he turned up, back home…
but not with his tail between his legs…
no!  In fact, very excited and very lively…

Sometimes here and sometimes not…

In between he told us that Jesus was alive again –

Alive not dead –

And that, goodness me, Jesus had invited Thomas – our Thomas – to put his fingers in the crucifixion marks on his body…

Now this could be a lot of nonsense, at first I thought it was…
but Thomas is convinced, and is a changed person…

It’s just occurring to me that, if this is true,
our Thomas, my Thomas, has been one of the first people to touch a person risen from the dead… maybe, he will become famous, maybe, this will be remembered…

Maybe Tobias ought to get out more…
Tobias! Where are you??
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